
I N V E N T I N G

V I E T N A M
The War in film and Television

E D I T E D B Y

Michael Anderegg

T E M P L E U N I V E R S I T Y P R E S S P h i l a d e l p h i a



Contents

Acknowledgments ix

MICHAEL ANDEREGG

Introduction 1

MICHAEL ANDEREGG
1 Hollywood and Vietnam:

John Wayne and Jane Fonda as Discourse 15

CYNTHIA J. FUCHS
2 "All the Animals Come Out at Night":

Vietnam Meets Noir in Taxi Driver 33

JOHN HELLMANN
3 Vietnam and the Hollywood Genre film:

Inversions of American Mythology in The Deer Hunter
and Apocalypse Now 56

DAVID DESSER

4 "Charlie Don't Surf":
Race and Culture in the Vietnam War Films 81

vii



viii Contents

ELLEN DRAPER
9 Finding a Language for Vietnam in the Action-

Adventure Genre 103
TONY WILLIAMS

© Narrative Patterns and Mythic Trajectories in
Mid-1980s Vietnam Movies 114

JOHN HELLMANN
T Rambo's Vietnam and Kennedy's New Frontier 140

JUDY LEE KINNEY
O Gardens of Stone, Platoon, and Hamburger Hill

Ritual and Remembrance 153

DANIEL MILLER
•9 Primetime Television's Tour of Duty 166

CAROLYN REED VARTANIAN
1 0 Women Next Door to War: China Beach 190

SUSAN WHITE
1 1 Male Bonding, Hollywood Orientalism, and

the Repression of the Feminine in Kubrick's Full
Metal Jacket 204

OWEN W. GILMAN, JR.
1 2 Vietnam, Chaos, and the Dark Art of

Improvisation 231

THOMAS DOHERTY

1 3 Witness to War: Oliver Stone, Ron Kovic,
and Born on the Fourth of July 251

THOMAS J. SLATER
1 4 Teaching Vietnam:

The Politics of Documentary 269

Selected Bibliography 291

Selected Filmography and Videography 298

The Contributors 304

' Index 307


