Hitler’s Berlin

The Speer Plans for
Reshaping the Central City

by
Stephen D. Helmer

¥
UMI RESEARCH PRESS

Ann Arbor, Michigan



Contents

List of Illustrations ix
Acknowledgments xxvii

Introduction 1
Some Definitions
Politics, Planning, and Design
Totalitarianism and the Modern Planning Tradition

Part I: The Plan

1 Fantasy into Reality 13
The Fiihrer and His Architect
Design Strategy and Plan Evolution
The Speer Organization

2 Matured Vision: An Overview 27

3 Private Thoughts, Public Image 37
Political Goals through Physical Design
Planning Theory versus Propaganda

4 Transformation 49
What Was There
What Was Demolished
What Was Built
What Survived



viii  Contents
_ Part II: The Context

5 Berlin: Building the Reich Capital 67
Physical Links with the Past
Planning Thought, 1910-1936
Paris, Vienna, and Beyond

6 The Larger Planning Scene 81
Modern Cities
Authority and Utopia
Totalitarian Design
American Footnote
7 Speer: The Designer, the Man 95
Preparation, Aptitudes, Early Interests
. Urbanism/ Anti-Urbanism
Berlin Plans
Conclusion 105
Appendix A Speer Plan Material in the Library of Congress
Appendix B The Plan and the Public 115
Hlustrations 119
Notes 281
Bibliography 321

Index 331

109



