
ASPIRATIONS
AND ANXIETIES

New England Workers and

the Mechanized Factory System

1815-1850

DAVID A. ZONDERMAN

New York Oxford
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS

1992



Contents

Introduction 3

P A R T I

1. Terror and Wonder:
Workers and Machines 21

2. The Quest for the Middle Ground:
Workers and Factory Buildings 63

3. Harmony and Antagonism: Workers, Managers,
and the Social Relations of Production 97

4. Solidarity and Fragmentation: Workers'
Social Dynamics on the Shop Floor 119

5. Rules, Schools, and Prisons:
Workers and Factory Regulations 144

6. Paying the Price: Workers, Contracts,
and Wage Labor 163

P A R T II

7. To the Streets and the Halls:
Workers, Protest, and Organizing 195

8. A Time to Labor: Workers, the Workday,
and the Ten-Hour Movement 234

9. Means and Ends: Workers
and the Value of Work 261

Notes 303

Bibliography 339

Index 349


