
Rebuilding the Local Landscape
Environmental management in Burkina Faso

CHRIS HOWORTH

Ashgate
Aldershot • Brookfield USA • Singapore • Sydney



Contents

List of Boxes Figures, and Tables vii
Preface x

1 The Resilience of the Peasantry in Burkina Faso
(or les paysannes sont fortes) . 1
Introduction 1
Burkina Faso 2
History, Environment and Movement in West Africa 6
The Peasant Mode of Production 8

2 The Province of Sissili 19
Introduction 19
Physical Environment 19
Human Resources and Human Systems 29
Issues of Resource Use in Sissili 38
An Introduction to the Three Case Study Villages 56
Islam in Sissili 58
Summary 64

3 Culturally Locating Production Patterns 66
The Nuni 66
The Mossi 76
TheFulani 85
Summary 95

4 Lon 97
Introduction 97
Legal Arrangements and Administrative Decision Making 110
Ethnic Interrelationships in Lon 113



vi Rebuilding the Local Landscape

5 Boutiourou 116
Introduction 116
Legal Arrangements and Administrative Decision Making 128
Ethnic Interrelationships in Boutiourou 132

6 Saboue 133
Introduction 133
Legal Arrangements and Administrative Decision Making 144
Ethnic Interrelationships in Saboue 146

7 Conclusion: African Realities and Western Dreams 149
Introduction 149
Local Environmental Management and the Emerging

Development Paradigm 154

Appendix: Land Classification Units According to de Boer, 1992 157

References 162


