
THE AVRAHAM HARMAN INSTITUTE
OF CONTEMPORARY JEWRY
THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY

OF JERUSALEM

PEOPLE OF THE CITY

Jews and the Urban Challenge

STUDIES IN

CONTEMPORARY

JEWRY

AN ANNUAL

XV

1999

Edited by Ezra Mendelsohn

Published for the Institute by

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS

New York • Oxford



Contents

Symposium

People of the City:
Jews and the Urban Challenge

Hillel J. Kieval, Antisemitism and the City: A Beginner's Guide, 3

Samuel C. Heilman, Orthodox Jews, the City and the Suburb, 19

Mark Slobin, Searching for the Klezmer City, 35

Eli Lederhendler, New York City, the Jews, and "The Urban
Experience," 49

Anat Helman, East or West? Tel-Aviv in the 1920s and 1930s, 68

Steven M. Lowenstein, Was Urbanization Harmful to Jewish Tradition
and Identity in Germany? 80

Benjamin Nathans, Mythologies and Realities of Jewish Life
in Prerevolutionary St. Petersburg, 107

Essay

David Ellenson, A New Rite from Israel: Reflections on Siddur
Va'ani Tefillati of the Masorati (Conservative)
Movement, 151

Review Essays

Moses Rischin, The Megashtetl/Cosmopolis: New York Jewish History
Comes of Age, 171

Oded Heilbronner, A Tale of Three German Cities, 179



Contents

William Korey, Let My People Go: Three Studies on Jewish Emigration
from the Soviet Union, 185

Emily Miller Budick, African Americans, Jewish Americans, 193

Book Reviews
(arranged by subject)

Antisemitism, Holocaust and Genocide

G6tz Aly, Peter Chroust and Christian Pross, Cleansing the Fatherland:
Nazi Medicine and Racial Hygiene, GEORGE L. MOSSE, 201

David Cesarani (ed.), Genocide and Rescue: The Holocaust in Hungary,
ANDREA PETO, 204

Kate Cohen, The Neppi Modona Diaries: Reading Jewish Survival Through
My Italian Family, SUSAN ZUCCOTTI, 206

Albert S. Lindemann, Esau's Tears: Modern Antisemitism and the Rise
of the Jews, JONATHAN JUDAKEN, 207

Odette Meyers, Doors to Madame Marie, THEODORE H. FRIEDGUT, 211

Lore Shelly (ed. and trans.), The Union Kommando in Auschwitz: The Auschwitz
Munitions Factory Through the Eyes of Its Former Slave Laborers {Studies
in the Shoah, Vol. 13), MICHAEL BERENBAUM, 213

History and the Social Sciences

Gershon C. Bacon, The Politics of Tradition: Agudat Yisrael in Poland,
1916-1939, ALAN MITTLEMAN, 215

Daniel Blatman, Lenta'an herutenu veherutkhem: habundbepolin 1939-1949
(For Our Freedom and Yours: The Jewish Labor Bund in Poland 1939-1949),
DAVID ENGEL, 216

Petrus Buwalda, They Did Not Dwell Alone: Jewish Emigration from the Soviet
Union, 1967-1990, WILLIAM KOREY, 185

Steven Cassedy, To the Other Shore: The Russian Jewish Intellectuals Who Came
to America, MOSES RISCHIN, 171

Henry L. Feingold, Lest Memory Cease: Finding Meaning in the American Jewish
Past, LLOYD P. GARTNER, 218



Contents xi

Kathie Friedman-Kasaba, Memories of Migration: Gender, Ethnicity, and Work
in the Lives of Jewish and Italian Women in New York, 1870—1924,
HASIA R. DINER, 219

Harvey Goldberg (ed.), Sephardi and Middle Eastern Jewries: History and Culture
in the Modern Era, MICHAEL M. LASKIER, 221

Jeffrey S. Gurock, American Jewish Orthodoxy in Historical Perspective,
CHARLES S. LIEBMAN, 225

Moshe Hartman and Harriet Hartman, Gender Equality and American Jews,
EVELYN L. LEHRER, 226

Oded Heilbronner (ed.), Weimar Jewry and the Crisis of Modernization,
1918-1933, YESHAYAHU A. JELINEK, 228

Milton Hindus (ed.), The Jewish East Side 1881-1924, MOSES RISCHIN, 171

Clive Jones, Soviet Jewish Aliyah 1989-92: Impact and Implications for Israel
and the Middle East, WILLIAM KOREY, 185

Anthony Kauders, German Politics and the Jews: Diisseldorf and Nuremberg,
1910-1933, ODED HEILBRONNER; 179

Noah Lewin-Epstein, Yaacov Ro'i and Paul Ritterband (eds.), Russian Jews
on Three Continents: Migration and Resettlement, WILLIAM KOREY, 185

Martin Liepach, Das Wahlverhalten der jiidischen Bevolkerung in der Weimarer
Republik, ODED HEILBRONNER, 179

Shulamit S. Magnus, Jewish Emancipation in a German City: Cologne,
1798-1871, ODED HEILBRONNER, 179

Daniel Soyer, Jewish Immigrant Associations and American Identity in New York,
1880-1939, MOSES RISCHIN, 171

Beth S. Wenger, New York Jews and the Great Depression: Uncertain Promise,
MOSES RISCHIN, 171

Language, Literature and the Arts

Katya Gibel Azoulay, Black, Jewish, and Interracial: It's Not the Color of Your
Skin, but the Race of Your Kin, and Other Myths of Identity,
EMILY MILLER BUDICK, 193

Alan Cooper, Philip Roth and the Jews, HANA WIRTH-NESHER, 231

Harley Erdman, Staging the Jew: The Performance of an American Ethnicity,
1860-1920, MARK HODIN, 232



xii Contents

Ken Frieden, Classic Yiddish Fiction: Abramovitsh, Sholem Aleichem and Peretz,
NATHAN COHEN, 234

Sander Gilman, Franz Kafka, the Jewish Patient, W. J. DODD, 236

Pierre Horn, Modern Jewish Writers in France, SIMON P. SIBELMAN, 238

Jane Lazarre, Beyond the Whiteness of Whiteness: Memoir of a White Mother
of Black Sons, EMILY MILLER BUDICK, 193

James McBride, The Color of Water: A Black Man's Tribute to His White Mother,
EMILY MILLER BUDICK, 193

Elaine Marks, Marrano as Metaphor: The Jewish Presence in French Writing,
SIMON P. SIBELMAN, 238

Harold B. Segel (ed.), Stranger in Our Midst: Images of the Jew in Polish
Literature, THEODORE R. WEEKS, 243

Efraim Sicher, Jews in Russian Literature after the October Revolution:
Writers and Artists Between Hope and Apostasy, ALICE NAKHIMOVSKY, 244

Religion, Thought and Education

J. David Bleich, Contemporary Halakhic Problems, vol. 4, SHMUEL SHILO, 247

David Golinkin (ed.), Sheelot uteshuvot ma'aneh Levi/ The Responsa of Professor
Louis Ginzberg, AVRAHAM SLATER, 248

Steven T. Katz, American Rabbi: The Life and Thought of Jacob B. Agus,
REUVEN HAMMER, 251

Steven T. Katz (ed.), The Essential Agus: Writings of Jacob B. Agus,
REUVEN HAMMER, 251

Jacqueline Rose, States of Fantasy, RAEL MEYEROWITZ, 252

Jeffrey Rubin-Dorsky and Shelley Fisher-Fishkin (eds.), People of the Book-
Thirty Scholars Reflect on Their Jewish Identity, MILTON SHAIN, 254

Zionism, Israel and the Middle East

Michael N. Barnett (ed.), Israel in Comparative Perspective: Challenging
the Conventional Wisdom, ALAN DOWTY, 257

Michael Brown, The Israeli-American Connection: Its Roots in the Yishuv,
79i4-i945,MELViNl.UROFSKY, 259



Contents xiii

Alan Dowty, The Jewish State: A Century Later, IRA SHARKANSKY, 262

Allon Gal (ed.), Envisioning Israel: The Changing Ideals and Images
of North American Jews, MELVIN I. UROFSKY, 259

Gary Jeffrey Jacobsohn, Apple of Gold: Constitutionalism in Israel
and the United States, MARTIN EDELMAN, 263

Ruth Linn, Conscience at War: The Israel Soldier as a Moral Critic,
AMNON SELLA, 266

Contents for Volume XVI, 269

Note on Editorial Policy, 271


