
POLITICAL THOUGHT
AND THE TUDOR
COMMONWEALTH

Deep structure, discourse and disguise

Edited by
Paul A. Fideler

and

T. F. Mayer

London and New York



Contents

Notes on contributors vi
Acknowledgements viii
Abbreviations ix

Introduction: the study of Tudor political thought 1

1 The power of the past: history, ritual
and political authority in Tudor England
D. R. Woolf 19

2 Nursery of resistance: Reginald Pole and his friends
T. F. Mayer 50

3 The problem of counsel reconsidered:
the case of Sir Thomas Elyot
F. W. Conrad 75

4 Peace discourse and mid-Tudor foreign policy
Ben Lowe 108

5 Foundations of political economy: the new
moral philosophy of Sir Thomas Smith
Neal Wood 140

6 William Cecil and the making of economic policy
in the 1560s and early 1570s
Norman L. Jones 169

7 Poverty, policy and providence: the Tudors and the poor
Paul A. Fideler 194

8 The Tudor state, reformation and understanding
change: through the looking glass
A. J. Slavin . 223

9 Critical bibliographical essay 254

Index 279


