
HISTORICAL NARRATIVES AND CHRISTIAN
IDENTITY ON A EUROPEAN PERIPHERY

Early History Writing in Northern, East-Central,.
and Eastern Europe (c. 1070-1200)

Edited by

Ildar H. Garipzanov

BUEPOLS



CONTENTS

List of Abbreviations , vii

List of Contributors xi

Introduction. 1
History Writing and Christian Identity on a European Periphery

ILDAR H. GARIPZANOV

1. Christianity and Paganism in Adam of Bremen's Narrative 13
ILDAR H. GARIPZANOV

Part O n e . Early Scandinavian Historical Narratives in Latin

2. Two Early Twelfth-Century Views of Denmark's Christian Past: 33
Ailnoth and the Anonymous of Roskilde

MICHAEL H. GELTING

3. Historia Norwegie and Sven Aggesen: Two Pioneers in Comparison 57
LARS BOJE MORTENSEN

4. Theodoricus Monachus: 71
The Kingdom of Norway and the History of Salvation

SVERREBAGGE



Part Two. Early Scandinavian Historical Narratives in Old Norse

5. The Two Ages in Agrip afNoregs konunga sqgum 93
THEODORE M. ANDERSSON

6. Islendingabok: The Creation of an Icelandic Christian Identity 111
ELSE MUNDAL

7. Whetting the Appetite for a Vernacular Literature: 123
The Icelandic Hungrvaka

JONAS WELLENDORF

Part Three . Early Historical Narratives in East-Central Europe

8. A New Chosen People? 145
Gallus Anonymus's Narrative about Poland and its Rulers

ZBIGNIEW DALEWSKI

9. Christian Identity in the Chronicle of the Czechs by Cosmas of Prague 167
JANOS M. BAK

10. 'Morepaganismo': Reflections on the Pagan and Christian Past 183
in the Gesta Hungarorum of the Hungarian Anonymous Notary

LASZLO VESZPREMY

Part Four. Early Historical Narratives in Eastern Europe

11. Christian Chronology, Universal History, 205
and the Origin of Chronicle Writing in Rus'

OLEKSIY P. TOLOCHKO

12. Pagan Past and Christian Identity in the Primary Chronicle 229
DONALD OSTROWSKI

13. Christian Identity in the Early Novgorodian Annalistic Writing 255
TIMOFEYV. GUIMON

Index 277


