SECOND EDITION

THE
UNITED NATIONS IN
THE POST-COLD WAR
ERA

Karen A. Mingst
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY

Margaret P. Karns
UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON

A Member of the Perseus Books Group



0O o o

Contents
List of Illlustrations ix
Acknowledgments xi
List of Acronyms xiii
Ve
0O o0 ad 1 The United Nations in World Politics 1
The United Nations in World Politics: Vision
and Reality, 2

Dilemmas in the Post—-Cold War Era, 10
Conclusion, 14

O o Qo 2 Historical Evolution of the United Nations 16

Nineteenth-Century Roots of Contemporary
International Organizations, 17

The League of Nations, 19

The Origins of the United Nations, 21

The Organization of the United Nations, 22

Persistent Organizational Problems, 38

Conclusion, 44

O D O 3 Actors in the United Nations System 46

The United Nations as a League of States, 46

Coalitions, Blocs, and the Importance of
Consensus, 61

Nongovernmental Organizations in the UN
System, 65

The Secretary-General as an Actor in World
Politics, 67

Conclusion, 70

vii



viii O Contents

oo o

O O 0
o o ad
O g o

4 Peace and Security

Maintaining Peace and Security: The UN Charter, 74
UN Approaches to Managing Peace and Security, 75

Problems of UN Involvement in Peacekeeping
and Enforcement Action, 105

Arms Control and Disarmament, 108

Future Challenges for the UN’s Role in Peace
and Security, 113

5 Economic Development and
Environmental Sustainability

The Evolution of Development Thinking, 118
The Evolution of the UN System and
Development-Related Activities, 121
Policy Debates and Issues in Promoting
Sustainable Development, 134
Conclusion, 153

6 Human Rights
The Role of the UN in Human Rights, 158

The Role of Nongovernmental Organizations, 175

The Anti-Apartheid Campaign, 178
Women'’s Rights as Human Rights, 181

Indigenous Peoples: The Frontiers of International

Human Rights, 187
The Record of the UN in Human Rights, 193
Human Rights and the Dilemmas, 194

7 The Future of the United Nations

Actors Promoting UN Reform, 200
Key Reform Issues, 202

The Need for Fundamental Political Change, 212

Conclusion, 217

Appendix: Charter of the United Nations
Discussion Questions
Suggested Readings

Websites
Glossary

About the Book and Authors

Index

74

117

158

199

222
239
244
249
253
260
261



