
ADDRESSING MISCONCEPTIONS

ABOUT AFRICA'S DEVELOPMENT

Seeing Beyond the Veil

Edited by
Senyo B-S. K. Adjibolosoo

and

Benjamin Ofori-Amoah

Studies in African Economic and Social Development
Volume 11

The Edwin Mellen Press
Lewiston*Queenston*Lampeter



CONTENTS

Illustrations vii.

Preface ix

PART I: GENERAL INTRODUCTION 1

1. Misconceptions about Africa's Underdevelopment
and Development

Senyo B-S. K. Adjibolosoo
and Benjamin Ofori-Amoah 3

PART H: SOCIAL ISSUES 9

2. Population as a Cause of Africa's Economic
Underdevelopment: Myth or Reality?

Benjamin Ofori-Amoah
and Senyo BS. K. Adjibolosoo 11

3. Social Inequality and Africa's Underdevelopment:
A Critical Assessment

Francis Adu-Febiri 38

4. The Failure of Socialist Experiments in Africa:
Misconceptions, Myths and Realities

Francis Adu-Febiri 49

PART HI. GENDER, ENVIRONMENT
AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT 61

5. Environment and Gender-Based Development
Strategies: New Development Directions or
Another False Start

Benjamin Ofori-Amoah 63



6. The Gender Factor in Rural Energy Systems
in Africa: Some Evidence from Ghana

William W. Osei 84

7. African Traditional Medicine: Dangerous,
Anachronistic or Panacea?

Joseph R. Oppong 97

8. Some Misconceptions of Agricultural
Production, Population and Land Resources in Africa

Godson CObia 112

PART IV: REGIONAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
ISSUES 129

9. Achieving a Cooperative Integration in Sub-Saharan Africa: A
Voluntary Piecemeal Harmonization Process

Senyo B-S. K. Adjibolosoo 131

10. Growth Centers and Regional Development in Africa: Failure or
Another Missed Opportunity?

Benjamin Ofori-Amoah 151

11. The Cold War Reconsidered: The Politics of Survival in Africa
Boniface Y. Gebe 174

PART V: STRUCTURAL ADJUSTMENT AND DEVELOPMENT 191

12. The Myth of Development under Ghana's Structural Adjustment
Program: The Evidence from the Formal Wood Processing Sector

J. Henry Owusu 193

13. Ghana's Economic Reform Program: A Model for other African
Countries?

Joe W. Essuman 217

Index 235

About Editors and Contributors 239



ILLUSTRATIONS

FIGURES

12.1 Volume of Wood and Wood Products Exported
in (Cubic Meters) (1982 - 1991) 204

12.2 Income From Wood and Wood-Products Exported in US
Dollars (1982-1990) 205

TABLES

2.1 Population Statistics of African Countries (1996 Estimates) 24-25

2.2 Top Ten Cities in Developed Countries (By the 1995

Population Estimates) 25

2.3 Top Ten Metropolitan Areas in the United States (1994) 26

2.4 Population Statistics of Some Selected Countries 28

2.5 Population Statistics of the US, 1790-1990 33

3.1 Income Ratio of Tanzania, Kenya, Uganda and Nigeria 40

6.1 Major and Minor Fuel Types (By Number of Households) 91

6.2 Woodfuel Acquisition Patterns- Sources of Woodfuel 91 -92

6.3 Wood Collection- Distribution of Household Labor 94

9.1 Dates on Which Each State Joined the United States of America 139

10.1 The Five Tests For Missed Opportunity 154


