
Microhistories: demography,
society and culture in

rural England, 1800-1930

BARRY REAY
University of Auckland

CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS



Contents

List of maps and plates page xi
List of figures xiii
List of tables xv
Preface xix
Acknowledgements xxiii
List of abbreviations xxv

Introduction

1 Place and people 3

Part I Demography

2 Fertility 39
3 Health 68

Part II Society

4 Social economy 97
5 Class 133
6 Families 156

Part III Cultures

7 Sexuality 179
8 Literacies 213

IX



Contents

Conclusion

9 Microhistories 257

Bibliography 263
Index 283



Maps and plates

Map The hamlets and settlements of the Blean in the
mid nineteenth century page 6

Plate i Horsemen at work in Hemhill, early this century
(Harold Kay collection) 2

Plate 2 The area between Faversham and Canterbury
(Ordnance Survey 1819-24) 4

Plate 3 Richardson's Mill, Boughton Street (Harold Kay
collection) 7

Plate 4 A Staple Street butcher, early this century
(Saunders collection) 7

Plate 5 The Forge, Preston Street (Saunders collection) 8
Plate 6 Traction engine in Canterbury, late nineteenth

century (Saunders collection) 8
Plate 7 The Dove beerhouse, Dargate, c. 1870s (Harold Kay

collection) 10
Plate 8 The Dove, Dargate, c. 1890 (Harold Kay collection) 10
Plate 9 The Dove in the early twentieth century (Saunders

collection) 11
Plate 10 Hemhill from the church tower at the turn of the

century (Harold Kay collection) 11
Plate 11 Berkeley Lodge and Boughton Hill, c. 1840s (Centre

for Kentish Studies, U2394 Zi) 12
Plate 12 Boughton Street, early this century (Saunders

collection) 12
Plate 13 Nash Court, Boughton (Harold Kay collection) 16
Plate 14 Kemsdale Lodge at the turn of the century

(Harold Kay collection) 16
Plate 15 Children at Charfham Hatch, early this century

(Saunders collection) 38

xi



xii List of maps and plates

Plate 16 Cemetery and public house (Red Lion) in Hemhill
at the turn of the century (Harold Kay collection) 69

Plate 17 Hop-pickers at Langdon Court Farm, Graveney
(Harold Kay collection) 96

Plate 18 Horseman at Langdon Court Farm, Graveney
(Harold Kay collection) 134

Plate 19 A Boughton middle-class family, early twentieth
century (Harold Kay collection) 157

Plate 20 Richard Redgrave's The Outcast, 1851 (Royal
Academy of Arts) 178

Plate 21 Hemhill school class, 1906 (Harold Kay collection) 214
Plate 22 Hemhill marriage certificates, 1867 (Hemhill

Marriage Register, 1837-1933) 219
Plate 23 Hemhill marriage certificates, 1864 (Hemhill

Marriage Register, 1837-1933) 220
Plate 24 The deposition and mark of Susannah Goodwin,

1836 (Centre for Kentish Studies, Q/SBe 146, East Kent
Quarter Sessions, August 1836) 244

Plate 25 Two Hemhill marriage certificates, 1849 (Hemhill
Marriage Register, 1837-1933) 245

Plate 26 Hemhill Churchwardens' Accounts, 1786 (Canterbury
Cathedral Archives, Hemhill Churchwardens'
Accounts, 1782-1853) 247

Plate 27 Hemhill Churchwardens' Accounts, 1840
(Canterbury Cathedral Archives, Hemhill
Churchwardens' Accounts, 1782-1853) 248

Plate 28 Land-tax assessment for the Ville of Dunkirk, 1831
(Centre for Kentish Studies, QRP/no, Land-Tax
Assessment, 1831) 249

Plate 29 Boughton Street at the turn of the century
(Saunders collection) 256



Figures

1.1 Male occupations in 1851 and 1891 (combined parishes) page 25
1.2 Female occupations in 1851 and 1891 (combined parishes) 31
1.3 Distribution of servants (including farm servants) in 1851

and 1891 (combined parishes) 32
2.1 Distribution of age at first marriage by year of marriage for

combined parishes, 1800-80 43
2.2 Distribution of female ages at first marriage by occupation

of groom and year of marriage 45-6
2.3 Age-specific marital fertility by marriage cohort for

combined parishes 48
2.4 Age-specific marital fertility of Kent parishes (natural

fertility cohort) compared with other studies 49
2.5 Age-specific marital fertility by year of marriage for

combined parishes 54
2.6 Age-specific fertility of women married aged under 25

years, indexed with rate for age group 20-24 being 100
(combined parishes) 54

2.7 Age-specific marital fertility at the labouring level by year
of marriage (combined parishes) 55

2.8 Age-specific fertility of Kent and Germany compared
(women married aged 20-24) 56

2.9 Distribution of age at last birth by year of marriage for
combined parishes (percentages) 58

2.10 Mean last interconfinement interval and mean of all
preceding intervals (in months) by year of marriage
(combined parishes) 59

2.11 Mean last interconfinement interval and mean of all
preceding intervals for women at the labouring level
with 3-6 final confinements 61

xiii



xiv List of figures

2.12 Number of children per family for combined parishes
compared to 1911 national census data 62

2.13 Distribution of completed family size by marriage cohort
(combined parishes) 63

2.14 Distribution of completed family size by marriage cohort
for labouring families (combined parishes) 63

3.1 Infant and child mortality trends (rate/1,000) for
combined parishes, 1800-80 73

3.2 Indexed total burial seasonally (all age groups),
combined parishes, 1813-90 76

3.3 Indexed burial seasonality by age group, 1851-90
(combined parishes) 76

3.4 Indexed seasonality of infant burials by year of birth,
1813-1900 (combined parishes) 79

3.$ Infant sub-group burial seasonality, 1851-go
(combined parishes) 83

5.6 Indexed seasonality of adult burials, 1813-90
(combined parishes) 90

4.1 Weekly numbers of paupers in the Faversham Workhouse,
1838-40 103

4.2 Poor relief applications from Boughton, Dunkirk and
Hemhill, 1859-61 103

5.1 Occupational structure of employers, employed and
self-employed, 1891 (percentages) 138

5.2 Employment status of occupational groups, 1891
(percentages) 138

5.3 Marriages of daughters by occupation of father and
husband: family reconstitution cohorts, 1800-80 142

5.4 Occupations of sons by occupation of father at time of
son's marriage: family reconstitution cohorts, 1800-80 142

5.5 Changes in occupation of labouring household heads:
family reconstitution cohorts, 1800-80 144

5.6 Age structure of occupational groups (male and female
combined) in Dunkirk and Hemhill in 1851 146

7.1 Seasonality of marriages in combined parishes, 1780-1871 185
7.2 Illegitimacy links in Boughton, Dunkirk and Hemhill 193-5
8.1 Signature literacy, 1755-1890 216-17
8.2 Children at school, at home, and in the work force as

percentage of total population of that age group, 1851-91
(combined parishes) 227

8.3 Age distribution of scholars, 1871 229



Tables

1.1 Occupations of unmarried males aged 15 to 24,
combined parishes, 1851 page 27

1.2 Occupations and household backgrounds of unmarried
females aged 15 to 24, combined parishes, 1851 31

2.1 Mean age at first marriage by parish 42
2.2 Mean age at first marriage by occupational group of groom 44
2.3 Age-specific marital fertility (combined parishes) 47
2.4 Coale-Trussell index of natural fertility (M) by year of

marriage in the three Kent parishes 50
2.5 Percentage of women pregnant at time of marriage and

index of underlying fertility level adjusted for prenuptial
pregnancy (combined parishes) 51

2.6 Coale-Trussell index of fertility control (m) by year of
marriage 52

2.7 Index of fertility control adjusted for prenuptial pregnancy
(combined parishes) 52

2.8 Age of mother at last birth by year of marriage 57
2.9 Mean last interconfinement interval and mean of all

preceding intervals (in months) for combined parishes by
year of marriage 59

2.10 Distribution of birth intervals for women with three or
more confinements for combined parishes by year of
marriage (percentages) 60

2.11 Mean last interconfinement interval and mean of all
preceding intervals (in months) for women at the labouring
level (by year of marriage) 61

2.12 Mean completed family size (number of children per
family) for combined parishes and occupational groups by
year of marriage 62

xv



xvi List of tables

2.13 Summary of indicators of fertility: changes from cohort
to cohort (in points) 65

3.1 Infant and child mortality (rate/1,000) by date of birth for
combined parishes, 1800-80 73

3.2 Probability of dying by age 5 and age 10 (combined
parishes), 1800-80 73

3.3 Infant mortality (rate/1,000) by parish, 1800-80 74
3.4 Infant and child mortality (rate/1,000) at the hamlet level,

1840-80 75
3.5 Probability of dying, by occupation of father (combined

parishes), 1800-80 75
5.1 Occupational structure of employers, employed and

self-employed, 1891 (percentages) 137
5.2 Employment status of occupational group, combined

parishes, 1891 (percentages) 137
5.3 Male household heads, 1851, by known occupation of

man's father (combined parishes) 144
6.1 Household structure in Hemhill, 1851-91 (percentages) 159
6.2 Household structure in Boughton, Dunkirk and Hemhill,

1851 (percentages) 159
6.3 Complex households by occupational group of

household head (combined parishes) 159
6.4 Complex households over the life-course by occupational

group of household head, 1841-91 (combined parishes) 163
6.5 Kinship links in Hemhill, 1851 165
6.6 Place of birth of household heads and spouses with

kin and no kin in other households in area
(percentages) 166

6.7 Kinship links by occupational group of household head 166
7.1 Prenuptial and postnuptial pregnancies and births,

1780-1871 181
7.2 Prenuptial pregnancies by known occupational group of

bridegroom and bride's father, 1780-1871 (combined
parishes) 182

7.3 Mean ages at marriage and illegitimacy bearing,
1780-1871 183

7.4 Proportions of prenuptial and postnuptial pregnancies
within each age group, 1780-1871 (combined parishes) 183

7.5 Relative distribution of first births occurring within nine
months of marriage, 1780-1871 184

7.6 Mothers of illegitimate children by place of birth,
combined parishes, 1821-71 189



List of tables xvii

7.J Life-courses of mothers of illegitimate children, 1821-71
(combined parishes) 189

7.8 Social background of mothers and known fathers of
illegitimate children by occupational group, 1821-71
(combined parishes) 189

7.9 Mothers of illegitimate children by category of illegitimacy,
1821-71 191

7.10 Connections of Ijastardy-prone sub-society', 1821-71
(combined parishes) 191

7.11 Social background of 'sub-society', 1827-71 (combined
parishes) 191

7.12 Immediate fate of illegitimate children, 1821-71
(combined parishes) 207

8.1 Signature illiteracy by occupational group, 1801-90
(combined parishes) 218

8.2 Hemhill signature illiteracy by occupational group,
1801-50 221

8.3 Dunkirk signature illiteracy by occupational group,
1801-50 221

8.4 Children aged 5-14 in 1851 for whom there is subsequent
information on signature literacy (combined parishes) 223

8.5 Children aged 5-14 at school as percentage of total
population of that age group 226

8.6 Literacy within selected families 240-1
8.7 Known signature literacy of families in 1851 (as

percentage of total families) 241


