WHEN CITIZENS REVOLT

Nigerian Elites, Big Oil,
and the Ogoni Struggle for Self-determination

Ike Okonta

Africa World Press, Inc.

P.0O. Box 1892 P.0. Box 48
Trenton, NJ 08607 Asimara, ERITREA



CONTENTS

Acknowledgments ......c.coceceeureeuerirenirenenre e vii
DediCation .....co.cccevreririnieeeireeect ettt x
ACTONYINIS ..ottt s sr e s st s s sanesaeane Xv
Introduction:

Nigerian Elites, Ogoni Subjects, and the African Crisis................ 1
Chapter One:

A People “Visible but Unseen” ..........cccoevvevinivsnncnceniiinennnes 23
Chapter Two:

From Citizens t0 SUDJECES -.....cvevvrvicerreicinieninnrncreenne e eeeeenns 45
Chapter Three: .

“Go On with One Nigeria” ........cocouervevrriivcnninninicniecnnencnine 81
Chapter Four:

Intimations of a Future Storm .....coceveeveceeiencicnencnenenereeeene 119
Chapter Five:

The Rise of Ken Saro-Wiwa .....c.oeeuvueceercvrneerinisenesesesesannns 147
Chapter Six:

Reinventinga Nation .........ccvuemevemveiineniisenesnicsnessecsnseaens 179



When Citizens Revolt

Chapter Seven: -

When Citizens Revolt .........ceciciirneeccriminenicnnesssinennen. 215
Chaprer Eight:

The Local Is the Global ... 259
Conclusion:

The Wise People of Umuaro:

History, Imagined Communities, and the State in Africa .......... 281
Comprehensive Bibliography ...........cccccoeveccinininnnmeciinieenennns 297
Appendices........cocoeiiiniririnnnnn. OO 321



