LINGUISTICS
AND FORMULAS
IN HOMER

Scalarity and the description of the particle per

by

EGBERT J. BAKKER

JOHN BENJAMINS PUBLISHING COMPANY
AMSTERDAM/PHILADELPHIA

1988



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Preface . .. ... ... i i e ix
1INTRODUCTION .. ......ccitriiimtnnnneoennnnens 1
1.0 Aims of the investigation ...............covetnn. 1
l1PerinHomerandafter ...................... ... 1
12Factsfromthedata-base ...............c0000oo.. 3
13 Perin Greeklinguistics ..........ccvvvet i 7
13.1Emphasis .. ....... ...t 7

1.3.2 Concession and strengthening . .................. 9

1.3.3 Fraenkel: “per heisst‘auch™ ................... 11

134 Etymologyanddiachrony . . . .. ................ 12

1.4 Categoriesandprototypes . ..........ccvuennnn.. 14
1.5 Linguistics and formulasinHomer .................. 19
NOTESTOCHAPTER1 ........... it inennnnns 23
2 THE LINGUISTIC BACKGROUND: SCALARITY .......... 27
20Introduction .......... ittt 27
21 Scales . ... ... . i et i e 28
2.1.1 Scalarity:introductory . ............ . 00 28

2.1.2 Superlatives: scalar and attributive . .............. 30

2.1.3 The non-referentiality of scalar superlatives . ......... 31
214Trrealismodality . ............ ... ... ... 32

2.2 Scalarity and referentiality ....................... 36
2.2.1 Attributive and referential superlatives . . . . ......... 36
222Intensionandextension . . ... ........0..n 37

2.2.3 Scalarity and extensionalterms ................. 39

2.3 Focus particlesand focuscontexts . .................. 40
23.1Evenasafocusparticle ...................... 40
23.1.1 Conventional implicature and the meaning of even . .40

2.3.1.2 locution and theuse ofeven . ............. 43
23.13Focusandscope . . ... ..o it i i i 44

2.3.1.4 Scope dependence and scope independence . . ... 45
23.1.5Scopeambignity . . . .. ... 00 i e e i e 46

2.3.1.6 Even if: concession and concessive conditionals . . . .48



vi CONTENTS

232Typesoffocuscontext . ..................... 49

2.4 Negative and positivepolarity . .................... 52
2.4.1 Positive polarityitems . ..................... 52

_ 2.4.2 Negative polarity items and scalereversal ........... 54
NOTESTOCHAPTER2 ............... e 57
3SCALARITYANDTHEPARTICLEPER ................ 67
30Introduction ... ......c.c0 ittt 67
31Intensionalterms . . . . . . ..t o ittt it 68
3.1.1 Scalar superlatives . . . ... .. et e e 68

3.1.2 Scalar superlatives and the etymologyofper . ....... .. 1
3.13Epicteandgenericmodality ................... 72

3.14 Aremarkondiachrony ...................... 73
32Extensionalterms .. ... ... ...t 75
3.2.1 The intension of focus constituents . . ............. 76

3.2.2 Superlativeness, comparativeness and the illocution of even .77

3.2.3 The concessive relativeclause . ................. 80

3.2.4 Scalar expressions and the Homeric narrator . ........ 81

3.3 Scalarityandcomparatives . .. ...... .. 000000 83
3.4 Negativepolarscalarity . ..............ccco0ueenn 85
34.1Declarativesentences . . .. ... ... ...ttt an 8

3.4.2 Non-assertive contexts and negative polarity . . ........ 86

3.4.3 Scalar superlatives and negative polarity ............ 87

3.4.4 The strengtheningofnegation . ................. 89

3.5 Scalarityin wishesandcommands . .................. 90
3.5.1 Imperative and optativesentences . .............. 90

3.5.2 Inclusiveness and exclusiveness . ................ 91

3.5.3 Scales of desirability and acceptability ............. 94

354 Per,geandexclusion ............... .. ... 97

3.5.5 The diachronic aspect of perinwishes ............. 98

3.6 Some unclassifiableinstances . . . . ....... ... 000000 98
NOTESTOCHAPTER3 . ....... .. ...0iiiiiveennnnn 101
4PARTICIPLESLLINGUISTICS ..............c.c.o.. 107
40Introducion . ........ci it ittt 107
410nparticiples . .......... ittt 108
4.1.1 Kinds of adverbialrelation . .................. 108

4.1.2 Syntactic independence and modal autonomy ........ 110

42 From scalaritytoconcession . .......ccovvveeno... 113



CONTENTS vii

4.2.1 The intension of circumstances . ..........c0.. .. 113

4.2.2 Diachronic aspects of kaihés . ................ 116

4.2.3 Syntactic intermezzo: correlation and apposition ...... 117

4.3 The concessive participialphrase . ................. 120
4.3.1 The prototypical properties of ‘participle + per’ ...... 120

432 Lossof superlativeness . ...........c 0000 124

433 Dependentparticiples ..............c00c.n 131

4.3.4 Modally embedded participles . . . .............. 133

4.4 From lingnisticstotheformula . . . ................. 137
4.4.1 ‘Participle + per’ and generic modality . . .. PP L. 137

4.4.2 Kai,mala and strengthening . ................ . 140
NOTESTOCHAPTER4 ............coiinueernanns 143
5 PARTICIPLES II: FORMULAS ANDMETRICS ........... 151
SOIntroduction . ..........cii i ennonnnnns 151
S1Onformulas .............c. i iiiniiininnnnn 152
5.1.1 Formular language and ordinary language .......... 154
512Formulaandmetre ...........cccintinnnnn 158
5.13Typesofrecurrence . ... .......cunvueennnnns 159

5.2 Formulas and form: the localization of formulas . ......... 164
5.2.1The dactylichexameter ..................... 165

5.2.2 The localization of ‘participle +per ............. 17

5.3 Formulas and meaning: the integration of formulas . ....... 186
53.1Levelsofintegration ...................... 187

5.3.2 Prototypicality and the semantic integration of formulas . . 189
NOTES TO CHAPTERS ...... e et e 197
6 CONCESSIVECONDITIONALS ..............c0unu. 205
60Introduction ...............00itiieerannnn- 205
6.1 Concessives, conditionals and concessive conditionals ...... 206
6.2 Kinds of concessive conditional ................... 207
6.3 Concessive conditionalsinHomer . ................. 209
6.3.1 Per in concessive conditionals . ................ 209

6.3.2 Kai in concessive conditionals . ................ 219

6.3.3 Ei per and kai ei in a diachronic perspective . ........ 224

6.4 Concessive and non-concessive conditionals ............ 227
6.4.1 Two kinds of neutralization .................. 227

6.4.2 The two senses of ei per: ‘even if’ and ‘ifreally’ ....... 229

6.4.3 From concessive to non-concessiveeiper .......... 230



NOTESTOCHAPTERG ..........ccuouiuurnecuannan 233
TJPERIPHERALINSTANCES ............c0tititievnnns 239
7O0Introduction . ..........ciiiiiiertnnnnnnns 239
7.1 Linguistic irregularityinHomer ................... 239
7.1.1 Unclassifiable vs. divergent instances . ............ 239

7.1.2 The explanation of peripheral instances in Homer .. ... 240

7.2 Semantic integration of formulasagain ............... 243
7.2.1 Formular or linguistic irregularity? .............. 246

7.3 Divergence: changes in formandmeaning ............. 249
73.1Changesinmeaning . .. ... ..o c0v e nnnoannnn 249
732Changesinform ............... . ... 252

7.3.3 From prototype toperiphery . . . .. ... .......... 256

7.4 Per and inclusive focusparticles ................... 257
75 Attheouterperiphery . . .......... . ... i 259
7.6 From Homericto Atticper . ............cuuu.. 262
NOTESTOCHAPTER7 . ..........cciiiiiunannnnn 267
BOVERVIEW ... ...... .t iiiitirinantrrnnanss 2711
APPENDIX . .......... ¢'ecieneunennnennnnnnn. 277
REFERENCES . .. ........¢tctttntennnnnnnnnnnans 281
INDEXOFSUBJECTS ........0uicttinnenenannnnss 293



