
Sanctifying the Name 
of God 

Jewish Martyrs and Jewish Memories 
of the First Crusade 

Jeremy Cohen 

PENN 

University of Pennsylvania Press 
Philadelphia 



Contents 

Preface vii 

List of Abbreviations for Primary Sources xi 

Introduction: The Persecutions of 1096 1 

P A R T  I  P R O B L E M S  A N D  S O L U T I O N S  

1 To Sanctify the Name of God 13 

2 The First Crusade and Its Historians 31 

3 Points of Departure 55 

P A R T  I I  M A R T Y R S  O F  1 0 9 6  

4 Last Supper at Xanten 73 

5 Master Isaac the Pamas 91 

6 Mistress Rachel of Mainz 106 

7 Kalonymos in Limbo 130 

8 The Rape of Sarit 142 

Afterword 159 

Notes 165 

Bibliography of Secondary Sources 181 

Index 201 


