
Symbol and Theology in
Early Judaism

Jacob Neusner

FORTRESS PRESS MINNEAPOLIS



Contents

Preface ix

Prologue xiii

1. Locating Symbols 1

2. Symbols in Verbal Form 17

3. The Documentary Locus of Symbolic Discourse 37

4. Rabbinic Lists of "Theological Things" 53
THE DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE.

(1) THE HALAKHIC MIDRASH COMPILATIONS

5. Rabbinic Lists of "Theological Things" 73
THE DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE.

(2) THE EARLIER AGGADIC MIDRASH COMPILATIONS

6. Rabbinic Lists of "Theological Things" 94
THE DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE.

(3) THE LATER AGGADIC MIDRASH COMPILATIONS

7. Symbolic Discourse in Song of Songs Rabbah 105

8. Symbolic Discourse in Iconic Form 142
THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE.
WITH TABLES BY ANDREW G. VAUGHN,
AS REVISED BY JAMES F. STRANGE

9. The Two Vocabularies of Symbolic Discourse 176

vu



viii SYMBOL AND THEOLOGY IN EARLY JUDAISM

Appendix I: The Inquiry of Max Kadushin 202

Appendix II: Goodenough 's Contribution to the 210
Study of Judaism

Index of Names and Subjects 235

Index of Biblical and Rabbinic References 239


