MADAGASCAR:

Conflicts of Authority
in the Great Island

Philip M. Allen

Westview Press
BOULDER ¢ SAN FRANCISCO ¢ OXFORD



- Contents

List of Tables and Illustrations xi

Preface and Acknowledgments xiii

1 The Virtue of Insularity 1
The Lie of the Island, 1

Enigmas of Malagasy Settlement, 7

An Archipelago of Localities, 13

Emergence and Supremacy of the Merina, 1787-1896, 15
Notes, 26

2 Politics: From Paternalism to Revolution 31

Imposition of the French, 1885-1905, 32

Colonial Architectonics, 35 -

Nationalism in the Anxious Empire, 42

The PSD Republic, 1958-1972, 50

Revolution: A Congeries of Nationalism, 57

Urban Revolt and the Ramanantsoa Interregnum, 64
Notes, 74

3 Ratsiraka’s Republic: Revolution as Myth 79

The Structures of Socialism, 79

Collapse of the Revolutionary Myth, 86
Military and Political Players in the 1980s, 91
Metamorphosis of the Republic, 100
Anticipating the Third Republic, 109

Notes, 117

4  Society in Modern Madagascar 121

An Itinerary of Ethnic Groups, 122
Authority of Ancestral Tradition, 130
Landscape of Classes and Minorities, 140.

ix



X CONTENTS
Impacts and Transformations in Malagasy Society, 144
Notes, 162

5  Madagascar’s Economy: Flight from Reality 168

Economic Endowments and Inhibitions, 170

Preparing for Development, 175

Economics of the Ratsiraka Charter, 180

Recovering Stability: Structural Adjustment and
Global Dependence, 193

From Stabilization to Development, 206

Notes, 213

6 Conclusion: Continuity as Revolution 220

Apogee of the French, 223
Revolution and Continuity in International Relations, 229
The Third Republic: Regions and Localities, 231

Notes, 236
Glossary 239
Selected Bibliography 242
About the Book and Author 247

Index 248



