
Walter Rodney's
Intellectual and
Political Thought

Rupert Charles Lewis

The Press University of the West Indies
•Barbados •Jamaica •Trinidad and Tobago

Wayne State University Press
Detroit



Table of Contents

Ackowledgments ix

Abbreviations xii

Introduction x/»

Chapter 1 EARLY YEARS 1

Chapter 2 UNIVERSITY YEARS 1960-1966 13

Chapter 3 ENGLAND 1963-1966 31

Rodney's Marxism • Doctoral thesis

Chapter 4 WALTER RODNEY AND THE WRITING OF
AFRICAN HISTORY 47

Evolution as African historian • The Cambridge essays
The African diaspora • History and politics
How Europe Underdeveloped Africa • Conclusion

Chapter 5 RODNEY AND THE CULTURAL POLITICS OF
RASTAFARI AND RUDE BOY 85

Lifestyle and politics • Black Consciousness in Jamaica
Grassroots connections • Groundings • Ras Negus and
Planno • Rastafarian creativity • Rudie culture
Rodney's writings • The State and the intelligentsia
Conclusion



viii

Chapter 6 RODNEY'S ACADEMIC AND POLITICAL
AGENDA IN TANZANIA
Dar es Salaam: Defining an intellectual role
African students • Rodney on Arusha • Shivji's
intervention • Rodney's response • Revolutionary
pedagogy • Teaching and research • Dares Salaam
historiography • Conclusion

Chapter 7 RODNEY'S PAN-AFRICANISM

Chapter 8 CARIBBEAN HISTORIAN AT WORK

Politics and professorship • Writing Caribbean history

Chapter 9 RODNEY'S PERSPECTIVES ON CARIBBEAN
AND GUYANESE POLITICS

Jagan's critical support and Rodney's critical exposure
Study group and theoretical work • The Working People's
Alliance and race • Left wing ideology • Political crisis,
1978-1980 • Death

Conclusion

Bibliography

Index

124

167

182

202

254

257

277


