
BEN-GURION 
The Burning. Ground 

1886-1948 

Shabtai Teveth 

HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY 

BOSTON 

1987 



Contents 

Acknowledgments vii 
Preface xi 
Chronology xvii 

1. Pfonsk 1 
2. Warsaw 19 
3- Jaffa 39 
4. Sejera 56 
5. Jerusalem/Istanbul 69 
6. Ottoman Patriot 89 
7. New York ( gg 
8. Yizkor 109 
g. Paula 119 

10. Achdut ha-Avodah 129 
11. The Elected Assembly 143 
12. London and Vienna 158 
13. The Either-Or Approach 172 
14. Reb Avigdor Immigrates to Palestine 187 
15. The Quest for Predominance 200 
16. Messenger from the Land of Wonders 220 
17. The Struggle for Authority 239 
18. Paula's Jealousy 258 
19. The Blood Wedding with Ha-Poel ha-Mizrachi 268 



X Contents 
20. A Threat of Murder 284 
21. A Corpse at Sprinzak's Doorstep 308 
22. Indispensable 324 
23- An Organization of Conquerors 347 
24. Toward a New Venture 367 
25- Conquests 387 
26. Victory 404 
2 7- The Plan 432 
28. Peace Within and Peace Without 449 
29- Disappointment 470 
3°- The New Executive 494 
31- Weizmann: A Danger to Zionism 511 
32- Exploiting Disaster 537 
33- Taking On the Royal Commission 556 
34- Grappling with Partition 584 
35- First Seed 608 
36- The Great Deception 631 
37- November 1938 654 
38- The Kings of the Jews in America 672 
39- The Great Formula 695 
40. Struggle within a Struggle 719 
41. An Ultimatum for Weizmann 742 
42. Zionist Preacher 767 
43- "An Act of Political Assassination" . 789 
44. Disaster Means Strength 832 

Epilogue 863 

Notes 879 
Glossary 925 
Index 927 


