
Robert Serrv 

The Endless Quest for 
Israeli-Palestinian Peace 

A Reflection from No Man's Land 

palgrave 
macmillan 



CONTENTS 

1 Introduction 1 

2 The UN's Predicament: Needed and Sidelined 5 

3 The First Gaza War 25 

4 Endless Talks About Talks 43 

5 Hebron: A Case Study in Political Madness 53 

6 Hamas: The Elephant in the Room 65 

7 Picking Olives and Building the State 75 

8 Mozart in Gaza, Unity Tunes in Cairo 85 

9 Showdown in New York After a Quartet Debacle 95 

10 The Arab Tempest 109 

11 Palestinian Statehood at the UN Amid More Trouble in Gaza 119 

12 The Kerry Initiative: A Last Rolling of the Dice? 131 

XV 



xvi CONTENTS 

13 Entangled in Palestinian Unity: Almost Persona Non Grata 147 

14 The Third Gaza War: Devastating Consequences 157 

15 Jerusalem: The Crux of the Conflict 175 

16 If Not Two States, What Else? 185 

17 Conclusion 195 

Annex 203 

Bibliography 211 

Index 215 

$ i 
/ 

/ 


