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The cover map Africae Nova Descriptio — copper engraved, 550mm x 410mm — is by
Wilhelm Blaeu, published in Amsterdam c.1650. This is one of the most celebrated
maps on Africa from the 17th century. It combines relatively accurate geography for
the time with elaborate illustrated borders detailing major cities and costumed figures
of the continent. Description provided courtesy of Peter Stuchlik, The Map House,
Beauchamp Place, London sw3 INY.



