
W I T N E S S  

From the Shah 
to the Secret 

Arms Deal 

An Insider's Account of 

U.S. Involvement in Iran 

MANSUR 
RAFIZADEH 

Former Chief of SAVAK 

William Morrow and Company, Inc. 

New York 



Contents 
PART I 

Introduction 3 
Chapter One Childhood: Boundless Injustice; 

Lasting Hopes 7 
Chapter Two Kerman: Poverty and Hospitality 21 
Chapter Three Political Awakening 41 
Chapter Four Journey to Tehran 47 
Chapter Five Tehran University 55 
Chapter Six Activism and Imprisonment 69 
PART II 
Chapter Seven Culture Shock in the United States 87 
Chapter Eight Meeting John F. Kennedy; Joining 

SAVAK 97 
Chapter Nine SAVAK Assignment 103 
Chapter Ten Exiles and Victims n3 
Chapter Eleven A U.S. Ally Who Drank to 

Kennedy's Murder 119 
Chapter Twelve Ties to FBI and CIA 125 
Chapter Thirteen Fratricide 129 
Chapter Fourteen A New SAVAK Chief: My Job Lost 

and Regained 135 
Chapter Fifteen The National Media Spurn the Shah 151 
PART III 
Chapter Sixteen Princess Ashraf 159 
Chapter Seventeen A Fatal Fantasy 173 
Chapter Eighteen Revisiting the Jail 181 
Chapter Nineteen SAVAK Chief Under the Gun 191 
Chapter Twenty The Imperial Court 199 
Chapter Twenty-one Dark Secrets of the Shah's Sex Life 207 



v i i i  C O N T E N T S  

Chapter Twenty-two SA VAK Out of Control 219 
Chapter Twenty-three Princess Ashraf at Kennedy Airport 229 

PART IV 
Chapter Twenty-four A Prize Soviet Mole 237 
Chapter Twenty-five Weary of Killing 247 
Chapter Twenty-six Coup Against the Shah 253 
Chapter Twenty-seven Conversations with Three SAVAK 

Chiefs 257 
Chapter Twenty-eight A Broken Shah in Niavaran Palace 263 
Chapter Twenty-nine Conspiracy Tales 269 
Chapter Thirty Dr. Baghai 273 
Chapter Thirty-one The United States Proposes Military 

Coup 277 
Chapter Thirty-two General Oveissi 281 

Chapter Thirty-three The United States Abandons the 
Shah 285 

PART V 
Chapter Thirty-four Three Former SA VAK Chiefs 

Executed 293 
Chapter Thirty-five The Shah Battles Death 301 
Chapter Thirty-six U.S. Embassy Hijacked in Tehran 309 
Chapter Thirty-seven The Shah Dies in Egypt 317 
PART VI 
Chapter Thirty-eight Empress Farah 323 
Chapter Thirty-nine Crown Prince Reza 327 
Chapter Forty Visit to the Shah's Grave 333 
PART VII 
Chapter Forty-one Death Threat 337 
Chapter Forty-two When the Hostages Didn't Come 

Home 345 
Chapter Forty-three First Arms Shipment to Iran 353 
Chapter Forty-four The Brotherhood of Assassins: 

From Hasan ibn al-Sabah to 
Khomeini 359 

Chapter Forty-five Unholy Deals 369 
The End of a Road 389 
Afterword 39i 
Notes 393 


