
Living Letters
of the Law
Ideas of the Jew in
Medieval Christianity

Jeremy Cohen

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA PRESS
Berkeley • Los Angeles * London



Contents

Acknowledgments . vii

List of Abbreviations ix

Introduction i

PART ONE: AUGUSTINIAN FOUNDATIONS 19

1. The Doctrine of Jewish Witness 23

PART TWO: THE AUGUSTINIAN LEGACY IN THE
EARLY MIDDLE AGES: ADAPTATION,
REINTERPRETATION, RESISTANCE 67

2. Gregory the Great: Between Sicut ludaeis and
Adversus ludaeos 73

3. Isidore of Seville: Anti-Judaism and the
Hermeneutics of Integration 95

4. Agobard of Lyons: Battling the Enemies of
Christian Unity 123



vi Contents

PART THREE: RECONCEPTUALIZING JEWISH
DISBELIEF IN THE TWELFTH CENTURY 1 4 7

5. Reason in Defense of the Faith: From Anselm of
Canterbury to Peter Alfonsi 167

6. Against the Backdrop of Holy War: Bernard of
Clairvaux and Peter the Venerable 219

7. Renaissance Men and Their Dreams 271

PART FOUR: THE FRIARS RECONSIDERED 313

8. Judaism as Heresy: Thirteenth-Century Churchmen
and the Talmud 317

9. Ambiguities of Thomistic Synthesis 364

Afterword 391

References 401

Index 437


