
War and the Crisis of Youth in
Sierra Leone

Krijn Peters
Swansea University

International African Institute, London
and

CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS



Contents

Acknowledgements page xi
Abbreviations xiii

Introduction 1

1 Voices from the Battlefield: Ex-Combatants' Views on
Root Causes of the War and Their Reasons
for Participation 18

2 The Socio-Economic Crisis of Rural Youth 34

3 Conflict in Sierra Leone and Recruits to the War 62

4 The World of the RUF 80

5 Malfunctions and Atrocities 138

6 Cultivating Peace: RUF Ex-Combatants' Involvement
in Post-War Agricultural Projects 176

7 Footpaths to Reintegration? Agrarian Solutions for the
Reintegration of Ex-Combatants 199

8 Conclusion: The RUF as a Rural Underclass Project 212

Epilogue 243
Annex I: A Chronology 249
Annex II: Overview: Interviewed Ex-RUF Combatants 257
References 261
Index 269


