REPRESENTATIONAL IDEAS

FROM PLATO TO
PATRICIA CHURCHLAND

by

RICHARD A. WATSON

Department of Philosophy, Washington University,
St. Louis, Missouri, USA

M

KLUWER ACADEMIC PUBLISHERS
DORDRECHT / BOSTON / LONDON



TABLE OF CONTENTS

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS ......coocertreeeerenerenesrseresersesassesessesessssssssssesssans ix
PREFACE ... o cteteierernreeninere s seriessssss s e sesessesasssasesessesnesesessassases xi
CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION ........ccsrrrrrrrrceresnsrererietsrosiiossesssscorsersessns 1
1. Appearance and Reality ..........ccccoceemmmrrnncersnincncsnenniennsnensmresnnens |
2. Representational Ideas ..........ccocoorivereierecrneserssernssrene st sennens 3
3. Platonic Ideas ......ccccorveirrrccrcenen ettt e 5
4. Aristotelean FOIDS .........ccocveurieerieeriieiieerrerenerenserenessessnsssssessaneseneas 7
5. Like Knows Like .........ccocoiciniimnmnienerrsnrree e 10
6. Ideas as Effects and Things as Causes ...........ocouvureerircrcrnccncrneseeecns 11
7. ReSEMDIANCE .......occreeeirieircri et eses e e e sa s e e 14
8. Ontological MOdEIS ........ccveeeueevcecerere e seeecstestesent s s s s eeesens 17
CHAPTER 2. DESCARTES ...t sesseseneseesenes 19
1. Image and COnCEPL .......ccevvvreeevereeriereircereeseenreesseesesssesrsssvesserssressens 19
2. Imagination and Understanding...........occoveirnisenrinnncncennenencecenens. 22
3. Sensations and IMages ..........cccccevervenreererierccereencrernsnereneecersessnesesseens 27
4. Non-Resembling Ideas ..........ccceeervereiirceeeeiecnrcnnientssrenneecssssesenssnerens 30
5. The Priority of Ontology .........cccevvvevrrrrrrrerorreerscreercecereesceesesesssnesnnes 36
6. What is an Idea?...........occoooiiiicrinerrniceene e cee e 37
7. What in an Idea Makes it be of its object? ...........ccvvmvnnricnnnenans 43
8. Summary ConcCluSION ........c.cvvrereueereereriererie et s e eee e rsescseesassessnens 47
CHAPTER 3. MALEBRANCHE AND ARNAULD .........cccccnnricrrvecenene 49
1. Faculties, Capacities, and Dispositions ............ccuvvivnrierinceercescrcnense 49
2. Act, Content, and ObBJECt ........cccvuevrrrrererericrcernrerrererneeeesensensevessassnens 52
3. Ideas as Independent Objects........cc.coueerenreririeninimnrncenmrcerererseressessens 54
4. Ideas as Acts Of Mind ..ottt 61
5. Ideas as Transparent, as Searchlights, and as Grapples................... 64

vii



viii TABLE OF CONTENTS

CHAPTER 4. LOCKE, BERKELEY, AND HUME ..........cccccocecercrevarecnenes 66
1. Primary and Secondary Ideas ..........ccocrvimeriennrcsnscsniscnnecnneenes 66
2. Non-Representational Ideas.........c.ccooiriiecieninniceninnncenrcece e 68
3. Particular Ideas ..........ccoviremnneenicnnncninnini e e 73
CHAPTER 5. THE PICTURE THEORY ......cccccocvnrerenenrenesrererseseesesesessenes 77
1. WIHZENSIEIN ...ttt 77
2. CAIMNAD .c.evverereeerrrornerersarsesesimeseasentsemsesesststsisssenstsassnsnsssossnserensssesesavas 82
3. GOOAMAN .....ceeirerreeneeerercerenrererterecen e e rr e e resenesceeseseneaseronesananesenan 87
CHAPTER 6. NEUROPHILOSOPHY .......ccooreetrrtrrereiereeeensseraseranenens 100
1. Patricia Churchland ...ttt 101
2. Ruth MillIKan ......ccceooreerrerrcreeenerennrenesencerecenrecssmsenscssensesesassesasaes 109
3. Robert CUMIMINS ......cocvoueeerreresiesrseenenseniseseesestesesesesassasssesanesesnens 111
4. Mark ROIIDS .....ccooeomiiriiiieiencreene s 114
CHAPTER 7. HAVING IDEAS ... renceneeesnsenseresaenssreas 122
CHAPTER 8. CONCLUSION .......cooviierrierrirrrnersiseseeesesessssesansssassssasanens 142
NOTES ...ttt see e assnsasassassesessasensasassasesassssassnssesassanes 143
BIBLIOGRAPHY ......ccuoiireineeenrenesnresensemesnssiesesseeesesesanasesesassanesassenas 157
SUBJECT INDEX ......ccoictrereurrerrsmsareesesemassessessssasesessssamsssesssassasassessaasasesass 167
NAME INDEX ..........occociiiiereeenererarcrenerrenssesssonssesessassanssesassssassssasassssssnsas 171



