THEATRES IN _
ROMAN PALESTINE AND

PROVINCIA ARABIA

BY

ARTHUR SEGAL

E.J. BRILL
LEIDEN - NEW YORK - KOLN
1995



CONTENTS

Acknowledgements ... ix
Historical-Archaeological Introduction .................oneeneennevnnnnnnne 1
The Herodian Theatres ...........cccoeecvireeviinnnrenseeererieeenenns 4
The Nabataean AT€a ......cccccceevvvevirerececiisnneresesecsrenssssssenes 6
The Hellenized Gities......ccccccereeivrieeenriiceccrnenreeerereeesesanes 7
K300 1911 F:1 o PSP 12
ATChitectural ANGLYSIS ......ooueerervvvvcrerevivsviecrrirricriiseririerenises 16
CatEGOTIES ..vvvrerriirircii i 16
LOCALON .coviervvvcrcererrssceneeesesesscrsssnnerassessersssseeressssssennes 19
PIans ....cooeeieeieereeriere et eeer e rer e ee e s er e s eesserereesnessrneseenen 21
DIMENSIONS ....eveeieiierrieiierrrrnareeesrencsrssressesssesssrssseerseressossnnses 26
Construction Methods and Materials .........cccoceeeeeuenenne. 29
DECOTALION ....cccveeerveireenrveereerrerrerereereeeeeeeernrrreeeeenermesssrersansen 32
{0703 1 Tod L1 T:3 Lo ) o Y0NS U 34
Glossary of Roman Theatre Architectural Terms ......................... 35
COTPUS ...ttt e 38
1. SANT oot s nee s 38

2. Philippopolis.......cccceeierininriiciiireiciecreennieseee 39

3. SepPhOTis ....ccvvevviriiiiiic 41

T S 4T U= 1 P 43

5. Hammat-Gader .......o.oecueuememeieeeeeceeeeeeeeeeeseseeeteesneenas 45

6. Gadara: The North Theatre........cccoovvrvereevriecvnvereeeenn, 46

7. Gadara: The West Theatre ......ccocecvvvvererierivercvnieneeneen, 48

B ADILA ..oveeeireriirirecrer et s e s ne e e sesnaeeesenns 49

12T T ) OO UUUP 50

B L0V § - T T U 52
11, LeGIO oottt 52
L2, BOSTA.ucciiiiiiiieeeeererecerennnvteeeseesesessneneesasessssssssserenaesssseen 53
13. Scythopolis (Beth-Shean): The Large Theatre ......... 56
14. Scythopolis (Beth-Shean): The Small Theatre........... 60

)R TR o) | b SO SO 61
16. CACSALCA ....ccceeeeeeeeeeereererereeerererereeereeererersreneresessreneererrnn 64
17, SHUMI «.oovvicciiiieccricre et vecteeccreee e rne e e sesraeeeeseareresennes 69

[
oo
o
r——
]
x
o
=
2,
=

~J

—



Vil CONTENTS

19. Gerasa: The North Theatre ..........ccoceecvveinviniiriennne 72
20. Gerasa: The South Theatre .......ccoveiiincnviininnecnnnen. 75
21. Samaria (Sebaste) ......coceevcivrrsiiieectiiceniereeee e 77
22. Neapolis (Shechem/Nablus) .........cccccenvivnnnniininns 78
23. ANUPALIIS .oceeciiecietececee e 81
24. Philadelphia (Amman): The Large Theatre ............. 82
25. Philadelphia (Amman): The Small Theatre............... 85
26. Jericho .o 87
27. EIUSA cuevrriirrrticrcennnci e 89
28. Petra: The Large Theatre .........cecvvueiniiniierncisnens, 91
29. Petra: The Small Theatre .......cccovvinircinicnicrnniienne 93
30. Wadi Sabra ... 93
Table of Comparative Data.........ccocevviiecnininciciiininnens 97
List of Abbreviations...........cceeevveneiincninmrnncninnnensvenenns 102
Bibliography.......ccoeeinenee 103
Mustration Credits ... 112
INAEX weoriiiiiirtr e 115



