
Is Latin America Turning 
Protestant? 

The Politics of Evangelical Growth 

DAVID STOLL 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA PRESS 
BERKELEY LOS ANGELES OXFORD 



Contents 

Abbreviations ix 

Preface xiii 

1. The Invasion of the Sects in Latin America 1 
Typologies, Growth Rates, and Variation by Country 3 
Disaster Evangelism 10 
So Close to God and the United States 13 
The Struggle within Protestantism 19 

2. Reformation and Counter-Reformation in the 
Catholic Church 24 
The Catholic Reformation in Latin America 27 
The Passing of Ecumenism 30 
Explaining Losses to Protestantism 33 
The Quandaries of Clericalism and Activism 36 
Counter-Reformation 39 

3. From Doomsday to Dominion in 
North American Evangelicalism 42 
The Decline of Liberal Protestantism 44 
Evangelical Organization 46 
Evangelical Theology 47 
Evangelical Politics 51 
The Struggle for the NAE and the Southern Baptists 53 
Nuclear Dispensationalism 56 
Reconstruction and the Latter Rain 58 

v 



vi Contents 

The Restoration Revival 60 
Dominion Theology 63 
The Religious Right and World Mission 66 

The Evangelical Mission Movement 68 
Soldiers of Christ 70 
The Lausanne Covenant 72 
Mission Think Tanks, Church Growth, 

72 

Signs and Wonders 73 
Closed Countries 77 
Hidden Peoples 81 
Anthropology and Ethnotheology 84 
Christ, Inc. 90 
Church versus Parachurch 94 

The Evangelical Awakening in Latin America 99 
Adventists, Mormons, Witnesses 102 
The Assemblies of God in Brazil 107 
Pentecostalism as Power Encounter 111 
Pentecostalism as Conformity and Protest 114 
Evangelism in Depth 117 
The Billy Graham of Latin America 121 
Church Planting 124 
Political Polarization 128 
The Latin American Theological Fraternity 131 
CONELA 132 

The Religious Right Comes to Latin America 135 
Liberation Theology 139 
Hearings in Washington 142 
Cuba and Grenada 145 
Marching as to War 148 
Hanging Back from War 154 
Pressure from the Right 157 
Campus Crusade for Christ 162 
The Campaign to Save El Salvador 166 
The Witch Hunt in Costa Rica 170 
Contextualization 173 
Reformation in the Reformation 175 

7. The New Jerusalem of the Americas 180 
Gospel Outreach 182 



Contents vii 

Could the Lord Have Something in Store for Brother 
Efram? 185 

The International Love Lift 189 
Church, Army, and Guerrilla in the Ixil Triangle 193 
Pastor Nicol&s 196 
Providing an Alternative 198 
Let the Dead Bury the Dead 203 
The Struggle for Social Responsibility 207 
When the Saints Come Marching In 215 

8. Evangelicals in the Sandinista-Contra War 218 
The Sandinista-Evangelical Courtship 224 
The Miskitos 230 
The Taking of the Temples 233 
The Popular Church 235 
Patriotic Military Service 238 
The Battle of the Pastors 241 
The Propaganda War 246 
Helping the Freedom Fighters 250 
Religious Persecution in Nicaragua? 253 
State of Emergency 261 

9. World Vision in Ecuador 266 
The Protestant Boom in Chimborazo 272 
The Bishop of the Indians, Part I 276 
Christian Violence 279 
The Development of World Vision 282 
The Scandals in Honduras 286 
The Scandals in Imbabura 289 
The Bishop of the Indians, Part II 290 
Building up the Local Church 293 
A Revolutionary Outlet 298 
From Evangelism to Electoral Politics 300 
Pilahuin 303 

10. Reinterpreting the Invasion of the Sects as an 
Evangelical Awakening 305 
Contrasting Visions of Reformation 309 
Why Liberation Theology May Not Work 310 
Pentecostalism as a Basis for Social Reformation 314 
Evangelism and Oliver North 321 
Reaping the Harvest 328 



viii Contents 

Appendix 1. Estimates of Protestant Representation 
in Latin America and the Caribbean 333 

Appendix 2. Estimate of Evangelical Population in 
Latin America and the Caribbean 335 

Appendix 3. Estimate of Evangelical Growth Factors 
in Latin America from i960 to 1985, 
with Extrapolation to 2010 337 

Notes 339 

Bibliography 379 

Index 401 


