Peter Dronke

IMAGINATION IN THE LATE
PAGAN AND EARLY
CHRISTTIAN WORLD

The First Nine Centuries A.D.

e

FIRENZE
SISMEL - EDIZIONI DEL GALLUZZO
2003



CONTENTS

VIl  Preface

IMAGINATION IN THE LATE PAGAN AND EARLY
CHRISTIAN WORLD

The First Nine Centuries A.D.
3 I. IMAGINATION AND IMAGES

25 II. DANCE

30 1. «L'dme et la danse»

44 2. Idithun

54 3. Dances of the Stars

69 III. THE SEA

71 I. «Lo gran mar de I'essere»
90 2. Thalassa

101 IV. EARTHLY PARADISES

103 1. Amor and Venus

116 2. «Est locus...»

132 3. Journeys to Earthly Paradises: Dante’s Precursors
142 Excursus: Melchisedek

147 V. CREATURES OF HEAVEN AND EARTH
149 1. Flight

156 2. The Swan

161 3. The Dove

164 4. The Eagle

171 s. Sirens

175 6. The Hind

179 7. Leopard and Kid

182 8. Animals’ Immortal Souls

185  VI. LIGHT AND FIRE
187 I. Sun and Moon
213 2. Creative Fire



229

235
237
239
249

251

253
257

EPILOGUE

List of Illustrations

List of Abbreviations

A Chronological Guide to Primary Sources
A Note on Secondary Sources

INDICES
Themes and Images
General Index

PLATES



