Palmerston and Liberalism,

1855-1865

E.D.STEELE

The right of the
University of Combridge
ta print and sell
all manner of books
was granted by
Henry VI in 1534,
The University has printed
and published continuously
since 1584.

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
Cambridge
New York  Port Chester
Melbourne  Sydney



Contents

List of maps
Preface

PART I REALITIES
Introduction

Purpose

Structure

A summary of ten years
Palmerston before the premiership
Palmerston and Gladstone

PART II AT HOME

The politics of war and peace
Introductory

War and its aims

Parliament and public

International problems after the peace
The parties and Palmerston

Party: Whigs and Liberals

The nature of party

Whigs and Liberals

The 1857 election and its afiermath
Palmerston in opposition
Comprehensive Liberalism and power
The cabinet’s early years

Peelites and radicals

Talent and potential

The Peelites

Radicals

Cobden, Bright, and the Liberal government

ix

page xii

xiii
1
3

23

43
45

65

108



10

11

12

Contents

Toryism

Characteristics

Land and Church

Europe and America

Empire

Intra-party tensions

Defensive politics

Religion and politics
Objectives

The prime minister and Shaftesbury
The cultivation of Dissent
Redress of grievances

The Catholic minority

The Tory response to Palmerston
Gladstone’s course

The factor of confidence

The role of government
Confidence and credit

Confidence and national security
Confidence and the classes

The political nation and the people
The myth of tnaction

The confirmation of Palmerston’s ascendancy

Class and government
The general election of 1865

PART III ABROAD

The revision of Britain’s Great Power diplomacy

The conditions of foreign policy
Britain and German national aspirations
The Great Powers, ltaly and the Papacy

The extension of realism in foreign affairs

Introductory

The Ottoman empire and Russia
America

The Anglo-French understanding
Ireland

Race and religion

The land question

The government and Catholicism

Constitutional and revolutionary nationalism

Palmerston and Gladstone

135

167

191

215

243
245

275

317



Contents

Empire

The scope of imperialism

India '

The colonies of settlement

Trade, humanitarianism and force

EPILOGUE: A GENIUS FOR ADAPTATION

APPENDICES

Cabinet ministers in the Palmerston governments

The electoral showing of parties in the United Kingdom,
1852-1865

The economy: selected statistics, 18531866

Notes

Bibliography
Index

xi

331

367

368

370
371

372
444
457



