
Jewish Public Culture
in the Late Russian Empire

JEFFREY VEIDLINGER

INDIANA UNIVERSITY PRESS
Bloomington and Indianapolis



CONTENTS

Acknowledgments vii

A Note on Transliteration ix

Introduction: Jewish Public Culture xi

1 The Jews of This World 1

2 Libraries: From the Study Hall to the

Public Library 24

3 Reading: From Sacred Duty to Leisure Time 67

4 Literary Societies: The Culture of Language
and the Language of Culture 114

5 Cultural Performance: The People of the Book
and the Spoken Word 141

6 Theater: The Professionalization of Performance 165

7 Musical and Dramatic Societies: Amateur
Performers and Audiences 196

8 The Jewish Historical and Ethnographic Society:
Collecting the Jewish Past 229

9 Public History: Imagining Russian Jews 261

Conclusion: This World and the Next 283

Notes 293

Bibliography 339

Index 361


