
THEATRE IN LATIN
AMERICA

Religion, politics, and culture from Cortes to the ig8os

ADAM VERSENYI
Assistant Professor of Dramaturgy, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

and Dramaturg, Playmakers Repertory Company

(CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS



Contents

Preface page xi
Acknowledgments xiii

1 Religion, politics, and theatre: Cortes greets the twelve
Franciscans i

2 Church, colonialism, and theatre in Latin America 36

3 Homegrown empire: the contradictions of an emerging
region 63

4 Religion, politics, and theatre: the twentieth century
and the return of ritual 94

5 Liberation theology and liberation theatre: the
convergence of parallel lines 152

Conclusion 192

Appendix: Latin American playwrights 197
Notes 200
Bibliography 214
Index 224

IX


