
"THE FORMER JEWS
OF THIS KINGDOM"

Sicilian Converts after the Expulsion, 1492-1516

BY

NADIA ZELDES

BRILL
LEIDEN • BOSTON

2003



CONTENTS

List of Tables vii
Preface ix
Acknowledgments xi
Maps xii

Introduction 1
I. The Cultural Heritage 2

II. Sicily in the Later Middle Ages 3
III..The Historiography and the Sources 10
IV. Some Methodological and Technical Considerations .... 15

Chapter One The Formation and Composition of the
Neojiti Population in Sicily 18

I. Conversions Before the Expulsion 19
II. Expulsion and the Encouragement of Conversion 21

III. Exile and Return 27
IV. Immigrants and Foreigners 43
V. Numerical Evaluation 50

VI. Conclusions 58

Chapter Two New Christians or Former Jews—Legal,
Social, and Economic Frameworks 69

I. Royal Policies—Taxation, Discrimination and
Protection 71

II. An Uneasy Welcome: Attitudes of the Old Christian
Population 83

III. Jews, Converts, and the Sicilian Economy 100
IV. Conclusions 125



VI CONTENTS

Chapter Three In the Shadow of the Inquisition 127
I. The First Period—Formal Beginnings to 1500 131

II. The Spanish Inquisition and the Mqfiti: 1500 to
1510 143

III. The Auto defe of 1511 171
IV. Acts of Faith from November 1511 to August 1515:

'Relaxations' and Mass Reconciliations 191
V. The Revolt of 1516 and its Aftermath 199

VI. Conclusions 214

Chapter Four Tracing a Portrait of Sicilian Converts
I. Judaizing 217

II. The Evidence of Material Culture 235
III. Group Identity 254
IV. Conclusions 283

General Conclusion 288
Appendix I: Dates, Coins, Weights, and Measures 296
Appendix II: Documents 298

Glossary 323
Bibliography 325
Index 339


