URBAN RIVALRIES
IN THE
FRENCH REVOLUTION

TED W. MARGADANT

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY PRESS

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY



CONTENTS

LIsT OF MAPS iX
LisTt oF TABLES xi

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Xiii
INTRODUCTION 3

PART ONE: THE INSTITUTIONAL CRISIS OF THE OLD
REGIME

CHAPTER 1
Towns and the Old Regime 21

CHAPTER 2
The New Division of the Kingdom 84

CHAPTER 3
Urban Crisis and Bourgeois Ambition 111

PART TWO: THE RHETORIC AND POLITICS OF SPACE

CHAPTER 4
The Rhetoric of Contention 145
CHAPTER 5
The Politics of Parochialism 178
CHAPTER 6

Urban Rivalries and the Formation of Departments 220

CHAPTER 7
Disputes over the Seats of Departments 257

CHAPTER 8
The Struggle for Districts and Tribunals 287
PART THREE: THE FATE OF SMALL TOWNS

CHAPTER 9
Judicial Reform and the Politicization of Urban Rivalries 327

CHAPTER 10
The New Urban Hierarchy 368



vii CONTENTS

CHAPTER 11
The French Revolution and Urban Growth in the Ninetcenth
Century 396

CONCLUSION 442

APPENDIX 1
Statistical Procedures 457

APPENDIX 2

Population Size Estimates and Institutional Characteristics of
Major Towns 463

BIBLIOGRAPHY 467

INDEX OF PLACE NAMES 487

GENERAL INDEXx 499



MAPS

A.1: Contenders for Districts or Lawcourts, 1789-1790

1.1: Cities and Navigable Waterways, 1789

1.2: Towns in Commercial Directory of Gournay, 1789

1.3: Population of Towns and Other Settlements with at Least
2,000 Inhabitants

1.4: Towns and Bourgs with Grain Commerce, 1789

1.5: Towns and Bourgs with Textile Industry, 1789

1.6: Towns and Bourgs with Wine Commerce, 1789

1.7: Sovereign Courts, Présidials, Royal Bailliages and Sénéchaus-
sées, 1789

1.8: Intendancics, Elections, Recettes, and Subdclegations, 1789

1.9: Rank of Indircct Tax Jurisdictions, 1789

1.10: Archbishoprics and Bishoprics, 1789

1.11: Convents and Monasteries in Towns and Bourgs, 1789

1.12: Universities and Colleges, 1789

1.13: Military Garrisons and Command Posts of the Maré-
chaussée, 1789

1.14: Towns with Different Rankings on Economic and Institu-
tional Scalcs, 1789

5.1: Success of Towns with Regular Deputics, 1789-1790

5.2: Success of Towns with Special Deputies Only, 1789-1790

5.3: Success of Towns without Any Deputies, 1789-1790

5.4: Success of Towns that Hold Public Mcetings, 1789-1790

5.5: Success of Towns with Rural Petitioners, 1789-1790

6.1: Preliminary Map of Division, October 1789

6.2: Departments and Departmental Seats, 1790

7.1: Alternates and Appeals to Voters for Departmental Seats,
1790

8.1: Rival Towns Secking District Tribunals, 1790

8.2: District Dircctories and Tribunals, 1790

9.1: Civil and Correctional Tribunals in 1795, by Department
and District Seats

10.1: Prefecturcs and Subprcfectures, by Correctional Tribu-
nals, 1800

10.2: The Hierarchy of Lawcourts, 1800

10.3: Rivalries for Subprefectures and Tribunals of First In-
stance, 1800-1823

11.1: Lesser Administrative Seats that Gain or Lose Jurisdic-
tion, 1789-1815

28
31

38
42
43

52
58
64
66
70
73

76

82
191
199
202
208
218
221
245

261
297
320
365

374
375

377

402



X LIST OF MAPS

11.2: Towns that Gain or Lose Royal Courts, 1789-1815 408
11.3: Towns that Keep or Lose Bishoprics, by Administrative
Rank, 1789-1822 415

11.4: Faculties, Royal Colleges, and Communal Colleges, 1831 418
11.5: Garrisons and Places de Guerre, by Administrative Rank,
1820 422



TABLES

1.1: Wholesale Merchants, Shippers, and Manufacturers, by
Population of Towns

1.2: Villes and Other Communities, by Functions and Popula-
tion Size

1.3: Judicial Rank by Town Size, 1789

1.4: Average Size of Jurisdictions of Royal Bailliages and Séné-
chaussées, by Town Size

1.5: Administrative Rank by Town Size, 1789

1.6: Average Size of Administrative Jurisdictions, by Town Size

1.7: Average Size of Dioceses, by Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction and
Town Size

1.8: Number of Convents and Monasteries in Towns and
Bourgs, by Town Size

1.9: Universities and Colleges in 1789, by Town Size

1.10: Average Nucleated Population of Towns, by Economic
Rank and Institutional Rank in 1789

5.1: Social Ongins of Deputies to the Estates-General

5.2: Number of Deputies from Towns, by Size of Towns

5.3: Success Rate of Towns with Deputies

5.4: Occupational Distribution of Participants in Town
Meetings

5.5: Number of Rural Communes Supporting Urban Petitions

6.1: Urban Alliances That Shaped the Division of Provinces
into Departments

8.1: Size and Role of Towns in District Rivalries

8.2: Proportions of Contending Towns That Gain Partage

9.1: Population Size of Districts, by Number of Districts per
Department

11.1: Annual Rates of Population Change of Major Administra-
tive Capitals, by Changes in Administrative Jurisdictions
between 1789 and 1808/9

11.2: Changes in Jurisdiction of Lesser Administrative Towns,
1789-1815

11.3: Annual Rates of Population Change of Minor Adminis-
trative Capitals between 1809 and 1836, by Changes in
Administrative Jurisdictions, 1789-1815

11.4: Changes in Jurisdiction of Royal Lawcourts between
1789 and 1815, by Judicial Rank in 1789 and 1815

11.5: Annual Rates of Population Change of Towns between

30

36
53

54
57
60
67

69
72

78
181
185
190

211
217

242
298
300

339

399

401

404

406



Xii LIST OF TABLES

1809 and 1836, by Change in Judicial Rank and Jurisdiction

between 1789 and 1815 and by Town Size 410
11.6: Annual Rates of Population Change of Towns between

1809 and 1896, by Troop Garrisons 424
11.7: Annual Rates of Population Change of Towns betwcen

1809 and 1896, by Transport Facilities 435
11.8: Annual Rates of Population Change of Towns between

1861 and 1896, by Rail Lines and Administrative Rank 437
11.9: Multivariate Analysis of Urban Growth Rates, 1836—

1861 439

11.10: Multivariate Analysis of Urban Growth Rates, 1861—
1896 440



