POQST=
HOLOCAUST
POIITICS

BRITAIN, THE UNITED STATES,
& JEWISH REFUGEES, 1945-1948
ARIEH J. KOCHAVI

@

THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA PRESS

CHAPEL HILL AND LONDON



CONTENTS

Preface ix
Abbreviations and Acronyms xv
Introduction 1

PART 1. CONFRONTING THE JEWISH DISPLACED PERSONS

1. Nonrepatriable Displaced Persons in Germany 13
A Temporary Problem? 15
Polish Displaced Persons Pressure the Western Powers 24
Resettlement Options 29

2. Jewish Displaced Persons in British Occupation Zones 32
“Like All Others™ 32
“Infiltrators” from the East 43
Withholding Food Rations 51
Separating German Jews from ]ewish' Displaced Persons_ 56

3. Countering Illegal Immigration 6o
Debating a Policy 6o
Deportations to Cyprus 66
Deportations Back to Ports of Embarkation? 78
Ending the Mandate 8:

PART II. AMERICAN OPPOSITION

4. Jewish Displaced Persons and American Policy-making 89
The Harrison Report 9o
Eisenhower Reacts 92

5. Conflicting Attitudes 98
Truman Intervenes 98
Anglo-American Negotiations 102
Further Discords 110
Respite for Whitehall 115
Swayed by Electoral Considerations 119



6. American Occupation Zones Offer Asylum 134
An Open Gate Policy 134
Failing to Seal the Borders 138
Change of Policy? 143
Washington and “Illegal Sailings” 146

PART III. THE SOVIET BLOC

7. The Flight from Poland 157
Polish Jews in the Aftermath of the War 159
Phase One: Summer and Winter of 1945-1946 161
Behind the Scenes: Moscow’s Role 167
The Anglo-American Committee Visits Poland 170
Phase Two: Summer of 1946 174

8. Czechoslovakia and Hungary: Countries of Transit 183
Czechoslovakia: Between Poland and Germany 185
Hungary: Between Rumania and Austria 193

9. The Balkans: Ports to Palestine 201
Rumania: The Main Thrust 202
Yugoslavia: Interim Sailing Base 211
The Hunger Flight 217
Bulgaria: Final Sailing Base 219
With Moscow’s Blessings 227

PART IV. ITALY AND FRANCE: DELAYING TACTICS

10. Italy: Contrary Maneuvers 235
The La Spezia Episode 238
UNRRA and the jpc 245
Confounding British Strategies 249

1. France: Manipulations 257
Asylum for Jewish Refugees 259
Quai d’Orsay vs. the Interior Ministry 261
The Exodus Affair 266

Conclusion 276

Notes 285
Bibliography 343
Index 359



