British Capitalism and
Caribbean Slavery
The Legacy of Eric Williams

BARBARA L. SOLOW

Harvard University

STANLEY L. ENGERMAN
University of Rochester

Y
T The right of the T

University of Combridge
to print and sell
all manner of books
wes granted by
Henry VIIl in 1334,
The University has printed
end published continuously
since 1584,

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
CAMBRIDGE
NEW YORK NEW ROCHELLE MELBOURNE SYDNEY



Contents

List of Contributors page vii
Preface ix

British Capitalism and Caribbean Slavery: The Legacy
of Eric Williams: An Introduction I
Barbara L. Solow and Stanley L. Engerman

Part 1. Slavery as an Economic Phenomenon

Race and Slavery: Considerations on the
Williams Thesis 25
William A. Green

Part II. Caribbean Slavery and the
Industrial Revolution

Capitalism and Slavery in the Exceedingly Long Run SI -
Barbara L. Solow

Slavery and the Development of Industrial Capitalism

in England 79
Joseph E. Inikori

The Slave Trade, Sugar, and British Economic Growth,

1748—1776 103
David Richardson

Part III. The Decline of the British West Indies

The American Revolution and the British West Indies’
Economy ) 135
Selwyn H. H. Carrington

“Dreadful Idlers” in the Cane Fields: The Slave Labor
Pattern on a Jamaican Sugar Estate, 1762—1831 163
Richard S. Dunn

Part IV. The Basis of Abolition and Emancipation

Paradigms Tossed: Capitalism and the Political Sources
of Abolition 191
Seymour Drescher



vi | CONTENTS

Capitalism, Abolitionism, and Hegemony
David Brion Davis

Eric Williams and Abolition: The Birth of a
New Orthodoxy

Howard Temperley

What and Who to Whom and What: The Significance
of Slave Resistance
Michael Craton

Part V. Capitalism and Slavery in
Historical Perspective

Capitalism and Slavery on the Islands: A Lesson from
the Mainland
Gavin Wright

“The Williams Effect”: Eric Williams’s Capitalism
and Slavery and the Growth of West Indian
Political Economy

Hilary McD. Beckles

Eric Williams and Capitalism and Slavery:
A Biographical and Historiographical Essay
Richard B. Sheridan

209

229

259

283

3o3

317



