
BRITAIN'S INFORMAL 
EMPIRE IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST 

A Case Study of Iraq, 1929—1941 

DANIEL SILVERFARB 
Foreword by Majid Khadduri 

New York • Oxford 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 

1986 



Contents 

Foreword by Majid Khadduri v 

1. Introduction 3 
2. The End of the Mandate 11 
3. The British Airbases 23 
4. The Assyrian Minority 33 
5. The Levies 47 
6. Arab Independence and Unity 56 
7. The Struggle for Kuwait 65 
8. The Supply of Arms 74 
9. The Supply of Credit 87 

10. The Problem of Oil 94 
11. The Deterioration of Anglo-Iraqi Relations: 

Phase One—September 1939-October 1940 106 
12. The Deterioration of Anglo-Iraqi Relations: 

Phase Two—November 1940-May 1941 118 
13. The Hostilities of May 1941 131 
14. Conclusion 142 

Notes 147 
Bibliography 185 
Index 193 


