
FROM POLITICS TO
REASON OF STATE

The acquisition and transformation of the language of
politics 1250-1600

MAURIZIO VIROLI
Assistant Professor of Politics, Princeton University

CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS



Contents

Introduction page i

1 The acquisition of the language of politics 11

2 The philosophy of the city and the political man 71

3 Machiavelli and the republican concept of politics 126

4 Francesco Guicciardini: between politics and art of the

state 178

5 The last glimmerings of civil philosophy 201

6 The triumph of reason of state 238

Epilogue. Politics as civil philosophy 281

Bibliography ' 296
Index 320

vn


