
THE ARAB 
MILITARY OPTION 

General Saad El-Shazly 

AMERICAN MIDEAST RESEARCH • San Francisco 



Contents 

INTRODUCTION 

CHAPTER ONE—ISRAEL 

The Israeli Mind 
Power Politics and the Jewish State 1 
A Chosen People in a Promised Land 4 
Divine Promise 5 
Menachem Begin 8 
Yitzhak Shamir 11 
General Ariel "Arik" Sharon 15 
The Myth of the Empty Land 17 
A Refuge for the Jews 22 

The Israeli Armed Forces 
A People's Army 24 
The Strength of the Armed Forces 24 
Irregulars 25 
The Defence Budget 28 
Ground Forces 29 
Israel's Air Force 31 
The Israeli Navy 32 

Israel's Arms Industry 
Economic and Political Benefits 34 
Israel's Aircraft Industries 36 
Israeli Ordnance Corps 37 
Israeli Military Industries 37 
Ramta Structures and Systems 37 
Soltam 37 
Haifa Shipyards 38 
High Technology Industries 38 

Israel and the Bomb 
When Did Israel Get the Bomb? 39 
Project Jericho 42 
Nuclear Proliferation 43 
Western Double Standards 44 



Contents 

Israel's Weaknesses 47 
The Giant Robot AT! 
Energy 48 
Water 50 
Population 51 
Arabs in the Occupied Lands 55 
Jews versus Jews 57 
Anti-Semitism 62 

CHAPTER TWO—THE SUPERPOWERS AND THE 64 
ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT 

The Superpower Balance 64 
The Path to Parity 64 
Mutual Deterrence 65 
America's Nuclear Arsenal 69 
The Soviet Nuclear Arsenal 70 
Britain's Nuclear Arsenal 71 
France's Nuclear Arsenal 71 
China's Nuclear Arsenal 71 
The Consequences of Nuclear War 71 
The Balance in Europe 73 

The United States and Israel 74 
American Interests 74 
American Aid to Israel 71 
American Technical Transfers 80 
Intelligence Cooperation 81 
Arms Deals 82 
American Combat Support 83 
American Political Support 86 
Voting Against Israel 90 

The United States and The Arabs 92 
American Objectives in the Arab World 92 
Elimination of Soviet Influence 92 
Alliance with Israel 94 
Dividing the Arab World 95 
Limiting Arab Power 98 
How America Achieves Its Goals 101 
Propaganda 102 



Contents ix 

Arms Sales 104 
Economic Aid 108 
Demonstration of Force 108 
Intrigues 110 

The Soviet Union and the Middle East 110 
Historical Background 110 
Soviet Objectives 112 
Arms Sales 114 
Economic Aid 116 
Soviet Naval Power 116 
The Soviet Union and Israel 117 
The Soviet Union and the Arabs 120 

CHAPTER THREE—THE REST OF THE WORLD 128 
Voting at the United Nations 128 

The Global Groupings 128 
Non-Aligned Nations 132 

The Posture of the Islamic States 134 
The Islamic Charter 134 
The Taif Conference of 1981 136 
The Casablanca Conference of 1984 136 
The Re-Admission of Egypt 138 
The Islamic Council 139 
The Ulema (Religious Experts) 142 
Moslem Public Opinion 142 

CHAPTER FOUR—THE ARAB WORLD 144 

Economic Resources 144 
Geography 144 
Red Sea 144 
Arabian Gulf 145 
Mediterranean Sea 146 
Gross National Product 147 
Agriculture 147 
Industry 148 
Energy 149 



The Arab Armed Forces 150 
Defence Budget 150 
Armed Forces 152 
Ground Forces 153 
Air Defence 154 
Coastal Defence 156 

Political Decisions 157 
The Arab Summit, Baghdad 1978 157 
Arab League Council, March 1979 159 
The Arab Summit, Tunis 1979 160 
The Arab Summit, Amman 1980 161 
The Arab Summits, Fez 1981/1982 161 
FLO Resolutions 161 
Fatah and the PLO 163 
The Split Within Fatah 164 
Arafat Meets Mubarak 165 
The PLO Split 166 
Hussein and Mubarak 169 
Where Now? 169 

Human Rights in the Arab World 171 
The Brain Drain 171 
Freedom of Opinion 172 
Words versus Deeds 173 
The Arab Human Rights Organisation 174 
Man and Machine 174 

CHAPTER FIVE—IS THERE A SOLUTION? 176 
The Political Options 176 

For Internal Consumption Only 176 
The Fahd Plan 177 
The Fez Plan 179 
The Reagan Plan 180 
The Brezhnev Plan 183 
The European Plan (The Venice Declaration) 184 

The Only Course Open to the Arabs 186 
What Do the Israelis Want? 186 
A Pan-Arab Responsibility 189 
The Syrian Rock 189 
The Deployment of Arab Troops 190 
A People's War 192 



Contents xi 

CONCLUSIONS 195 

MAPS 200 

TABLES 208 

ABBREVIATIONS 307 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 311 

INDEX 315 


