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PHOTOGRAPHS

A group of women in Ubagubi

The edge of a traditional compound in Ubagubi

A battle scene from a performance of ritual theater

A group of ababana ( paternal kinsmen) arrive from another
village after the death of one of their daughters

Men of the dead woman’s father’s clan wear the mud of mourning
as a badge of rage and sorrow

One of the dead woman’s “mothers” confronts her husband’s
brother

Performance of ritual theater depicting the retrieval
of a Big Man’s skull

Performance of ritual theater depicting the hunting exploits
of the giant penis

A ritual expert holds two live marsupials

Elders interrogate a marsupial inside a cage

Ritual experts inspect leaf packets tied to marsupials’ limbs
before cooking

The aftermath of a death

The distribution of a head payment to a woman mourner
at the conclusion of r#bu (rites of death)

After the death of a young married man, the women of his
father’s clan cover their faces with a black mixture called
nini and cut each other’s hair

The widow crouches with her son peering over her shoulder

The dead man’s mother with his eldest son

The immediate family of a man who died in his prime

Women eat bebe-da (ferns) as one of the requirements of mourning

During niniusina (a death ritual) a senior woman removes a speck
of blackening from the forchead of each mourner
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Photographs

After the token removal of #ini, men place a banana leaf “plate”
before each mourning woman and fill it with luxury foods

A Gimi woman alone in her garden

A pregnant woman rubs ashes over the back of her young pig
and recites a spell to induce growth

After preparing a bowl of oily red pandanus fruit, a man invites
his sons to lick his fingers

The father of a sick baby girl administers a cure

Waiting for the rakukusa (medicine) to cook

One of the anatu (purchasers of the bride) carries a stick
of kabibisahara .

The bride walks at the center of the wedding procession

The groom’s mother’s brother takes the bride by the hand that
holds up a charred pig’s heart impaled on a stick

After nearly a week in seclusion, exhausted male initiates emerge
from the men’s house on the shoulders of their mothers’
brothers

The “head” of each initiate is purchased by his father

During a sorcery meeting, or fobirikaina, the traditional enemies
of the victim answer charges and make countercharges

During a sorcery meeting, one of the invited enemy Big Men holds
out a piece of cooked pig fat for the men of his clan to touch
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Map of Papua New Guinea
In the days of war, Big Men sponsored their affines as

refugees, converted them to “younger brothers,” and

initiated their sons

Rules of a9a0ina

amau: reciprocal term used between sisters-in-law

Naming at betrothal for firstborn children

Relations among sisters-in-law

Principal terms of reference for a female ego

Principal terms of reference for a male ego

Marriages described by informants as the ideal

The Fern and the Snake (1985), a drawing made and
described by Robese, a young Gimi man

The Story of Cannibalism (198s), a drawing by Robese

Human features of the sweet potato

adaoina: a woman’s nurtured objects are “the same”
as her menstrual blood
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