
The Diplomacy of Detente 
Cooperative Security Policies from 
Helmut Schmidt to George Shultz 

Stephan Kieninger 

13 Routledge 
H • Taylor & Francis Croup 

LONDON AND NEW YORK 



Contents 

A cknowledgments 
List of abbreviations 

Introduction: Helmut Schmidt, George Shultz and the 
longevity of detente 

A novel way of approaching detente 6 
The transition from Helmut Schmidt to George Shultz, July 1982 8 

1 Trade and the resilience of detente: Helmut Schmidt and the 
economic dimension of Ostpolitik, 1974-1976 

Helmut Schmidt and the challenges of detente 18 
Helmut Schmidt's Ostpolitik approach: Economic incentives and 

backchannel diplomacy 24 
The crisis in US-Soviet relations 29 

2 ' Ostpolitik as "diplomatic cathedral building": Detente in 
Europe and the crisis in US-Soviet relations, 1977-1979 

A threat for the sustenance of detente: The Carter-Brzezimki Cold 
War approach 44 

A setback for detente and the Helsinki process: The Carter 
administration's human rights policy 49 

"Diplomatic cathedral building": The 1978 Schmidt-Brezhnev 
summit and the economic dimension of Ostpolitik 56 

The Euromissile crisis and the continuity of detente 64 



viii Contents 

3 Trade against the return of the Cold War: The construction 
of the Urengoy pipeline and the long detente, 1980-1982 83 

Helmut Schmidt and the survival of detente after the Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan 83 

The Reagan administration and the transatlantic strategy debates 
over the Euromissiles and the Urengoy project 98 

Cold War or detente?: The Urengoy project and NATO's family 
quarrels after the declaration of martial law in Poland 111 

George Shultz and the resolution ofNA TO's strategy debate over 
the Urengoy pipeline 124 

4 Gardening and reengagement: US-Soviet cooperation and 
the transformation of East-West relations amidst crisis, 
1983-1985 149 

Gardening: George Shultz and the relaunch of US-Soviet 
dialogue 149 

Hardware and software go together: The Euromissiles and 
NATO's dynamic detente policy 156 

Reengagement in times of uncertainty: The Reagan administration 
and US-Soviet relations 167 

Conclusion and outlook: Very long detente instead of 
Cold War endgame 188 

Note on sources 195 
Bibliography 202 
Index 220 


