PIOTR STEINKELLER

SALE DOCUMENTS
OF THE UR-III-PERIOD

FRANZ STEINER VERLAG WIESBADEN GMBH
STUTTGART 1989



TABLES ...iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii et etearaeaatasasanencanensanrassasasssastassnestsessnsensnns vii
ABBREVIATIONS .....ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiaiiiiteentereeneaecnsecaseseeasncnsassrarennes ix
NOTE ON THE TRANSLITERATION .....c.cciiiuiieniaineaneerocnreensstroresscncannas xiv
PREFACE .....iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiceteiieitetaesaaesteeasantansaaseasnessnnssiecnsennansas Xv
PART I. INTRODUCTION AND SYSTEMATIC DISCUSSION 1
1. INTRODUCTION . i iiccienieeasenecencsnessncsnsssennens 3

L1, TEXES tevniniernearereisermersssosnesiarssererssensasnsersssnsesssacssnss 3

1.2, Origin of the teXts . ..iioccciiiiiiociiiierrrinresrsetinsnannes 4

1.3, Date Of the teXtS ...ceuiiieiiiiiiieiienieneeeaneareaeanrrenenaaneaneen 6

1.4. Language Of the feXIS ....ccccecerrrecreimmerecrnniimmeniiiennnnene 6

1.5. Physical characteristics of the texts .........cccveviieieiiiieinnnnns 7

2. FORMULARY OF UR Il SALE DOCUMENTS .......ccccovvienannens 8

2.1.  Operative SECHION ....ccccccciireieriuecernncrennceenecrmenceneaeennenes 11

2.2. Completion-of-price Clause ........cccceeieiiieiiiiieieeiianrnnns 30

2.3. Completion-of-transaction Clause ........c.ccccveeiiiiiieiacacnne. 32

24, gi§-gana ... bala clause .......ccccccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiinn . 34

2.5. Transferclause ........ccoveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiicnienearaeananens 42

2.6. No-contestclause ..........cccoeeeenn. e rtarertarearanrtetreerananas 44

2.7. EvicHONCIAUSE .....cvivniiiiereieiniieiinieciarniienceeaeracnsacanens 50

2.8. Warranty against delinquency .........cc.ccceviieiiiiiiiaiennnen. 66

2.9. Warranty against flight .........ccociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin, 68

2.10. Qath ................. e reetieteertetternenstrttatereasaetrtaneraenrnsas 71

2.11. GUATANIOT «.e.urneieeeeeeteneaeenranrrenreransnsansansasansansnsances 80

2.12. Weigher of SIIVEr ......cc.oiiiiiiiiiiiiii e ree e eens 92

2.13. Authorizing official .......cceiiiiiiiiiiniiiiciniiiii e 97

2,14, SCIIDE .eininiiiiiiiiiicii ittt r e e e e e s aee s e neas 103

2.15. WIINESSES «euuvvniienrierermenrarstossrsncnsaresassecssasssassssacnsnsns 104

2.16. Location of the transaction .............cccoe, 110

2.17. Date formula .....cccccoiiiiiiiiimiiiiarinrinriiri e 110

2.18. Seal IMPressions ......cccieiiiiiiiariiiiiiiiirraeieraanaaaes 112

2.19. Typology of Ur III sale documents ........ccccccvenereceneaccrneens 116



SOCIO-ECONOMIC ASPECTS OF THE UR III SALE ................

3.1, Sellersand buyers .....cooeiiieiiiiiiiii e
3.2, Objectsof SAle ....c.evininininiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e
3.3, PHHCES cuiiiiiiiiiitiiitiieteteeeiaeueasansasataaanaesasatasananenans

SALE TRANSACTION AND SALE DOCUMENT

INURTI TIMES ... ittt ie e ee e et e eaa s eaeaans
4.1. Introductory remarks ......c..coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieinereereieeneanennes
4.2.  UrIIl sale transaction ..........ceveeeeeenecnenueaecnnscaeennrannnns
43, UrIIsale dOCUMENt ......ccoiimiiiiiiiiiiiinnineeeeecneenernacnns
CONCLUSION .t ieer e e e sresee e s s e e eaa s
EXCURSUS: THE VERB sajg AND THE NOUN (nig-)sdm ..........
6.1. Reading of the sign NINDAXSE .......cccuvvveriimimienerennnnens
6.2. Meaning, origin, and usages of $21Q ... cveevieiiiiiiiiniieinannn.
6.3. Meaning and origin of (nig-)sdm ...........cociiiiiiiiiiiiiinaann.

PART II. TEXTS

PART III. INDEXES AND CONCORDANCES

IR 111) B) 05 € o TN
1.1, Personal NAmes .......cceiiiiiiiiiiiieeiiiiiiiiiiieinseerensnneeeenes
1.2, DIVINENAMES ....cviiiiiiiiiiiiirtieiiieeeiirseiaisesesasecsseannnes
1.3.  Geographical and topographlcal NAMES eiiniiniiirianeenneannrans
1.4, Words disCuSSEd .....eviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieiinseenaennes
2. CONCORDANUCES ..ottt iiiiiiiiiieiiereeeeiarteeiesseiinsesennnsenn
2.1. Previously published texts ........ccccoviiiiimiiiiiiiiiieiiennenns
22, Newtexts ...ccouvenen.... e
PARTIV. PLATES

vi

165

339

341
341
376
377
378

389
389
392

395



Table
Table
Table
Table
Table
Table
Table
. Table
Table
Table 10
Table 11

OO0~ A W=

TABLES

Development of the Operative Section (Fara—UrIII) ................... 27
Occupations of Sellers ......c..cccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciiiii e 118
Occupations of BUYers .........ccccccvvciiiiimiicininniiieimnncnennenene, 119
Prices of Houses and HousSe-LOtS .......cccccceeremericrenecrerennnereeee. 134
Prices of Orchards and Orchard-Lots.........ccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinenn, 135
Prices of Date Palms .......cociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiieaneeiaeeineennee, 135
Prices of Humans - Males ........coveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeniirieneveeeeeees 135
Prices of Humans - FEmales .........c.ccvveiiiiiiiiiiiiiciniiniecenaenenens 136
Prices of Humans - Sex Unknown ..........c.cccciiiiiiiiiiiininnnnennnnns 137
Prices of Humans - Sold in Groups .......cccccccecermirecerveccennnnnns 137
Prices of Cattle and ASSES ..ccuevieiiiiririerieneeianreneeciereanseinnesenes 138

vii



