
From Brezhnev to Gorbachev 

Domestic Affairs and Soviet Foreign 
Policy 

Edited by 

Hans-Joachim Veen 

BERG 
Leamington Spa / Hamburg / New York 
Distributed exclusively in the US and Canada by 
St. Martin's Press New York 



Contents 

Preface Hans-Joachim Veen ix 

Foreword Bruno Heck X 

PART I The Soviet Economy 7 

Introduction Wolfgang Pfeiler 9 

1. Trends in the Soviet Economy 11 
The Consumer Economy Maria E. Kuban 11 
Soviet Agriculture Karl-Eugen Wadekin 22 
The Soviet War Economy and Economic 

Development Michael Checinski 31 

2. Energy and Raw Materials 43 
Energy as a Factor of Soviet Power 

Wolfgang Pfeiler 43 
Soviet Energy Policy and Plans Robert Campbell 54 
The Soviet Union in World Trade: Energy and Raw 

Materials Jochen Bethkenhagen 58 

3. Technology 69 
Industrial Development and Technology 

Jurgen Notzold 69 
Technology Transfer and Economic Development 

Claus-Dieter Kemig 76 
Military Aspects of Technology Transfer 

Miles M. Costick 85 

4. Economic Interdependence 89 
International Debts and Proxy Costs 

Klaus Schroder 89 
Economic Cooperation within the CMEA 

Friedrich Levcik 100 



5. Reforming the Economic System 107 
Economic Reform: Soviet Style 

John P. Hardt, Donna L. Gold 107 
Soviet Economic Policy Hans-Hermann Hdhmann 126 
Political Obstacles to Economic Reform 

Ronald Amann 132 

Summary of Discussion: Part I 138 

PART II Culture and Society 145 

Introduction Wolfgang Pfeiler 147 

6. The Soviet Citizen 149 
The Soviet Citizen and his State: A Split 

Relationship Reinhard Meier 149 
Generational Change: In Search of a Post-Stalinist 

Identity James H. Billington 156 

7. Intellectuals 163 
Literature between State and Opposition 

Wolfgang Kasack 163 
Dissidents Cornelia I. Gerstenmaier 172 

8. Churches and Religion 179 
Religious Revival Donald W. Treadgold 179 
Religion and the Role of the Churches 

Otto Luchterhandt 183 

9. Nationality 189 
The Nationality Question and the Soviet System 

Gail W. Lapidus 189 
Nationality Problems Gerhard Simon 194 

10. Ideology and Propaganda 199 
Soviet Ideology: From the End of Utopia to 'Real 

Socialism' Jacques Rupnik 199 
The Educational System: Potential for Crisis or 

Stability Oskar Anweiler 208 
Propaganda as an Instrument of Power Paul Roth 218 
Foreign Propaganda Richard F. Staar 234 

Summary of Discussion: Part II 255 



PART III Political Power 261 
Introduction Wolfgang Pfeiler 263 

11. The Power Centre 265 
The Kremlin Leadership from Brezhnev to 

Gorbachev Christian Schmidt-Hauer 265 
Leadership Crisis in the Soviet Union Ernst Kux 287 

12. The Party 299 
Social Change in the Soviet Union and the Social 

Structure of the CPSU Boris Meissner 299 
Bureaucracy in Party and State Gyula Jozsa 312 

13. Bureaucracy and the Military 325 
Bureaucracy in State and Economy Robert Baraz 325 
The Role of the Military Amnon Sella 329 

14. Reform in the Political System: Limits and 
Possibilities 341 

Forces for Change Wolfgang Leonhard 341 
Change in the Soviet Political System 

Robert F. Byrnes 351 
Chances and Limits of Political Reform 

Robert R. Conquest 355 

Summary of Discussion: Part III 360 

PART IV Summary and Concluding Remarks 
Hans-Joachim Veen 367 

Notes on the Contributors " 374 


