
IRON, GENDER,
AND POWER
Rituals of Transformation

in African Societies

EUGENIA W. HERBERT

INDIANA UNIVERSITY PRESS
Bloomington and Indianapolis



CONTENTS

Preface ix

Introduction: Techniques and Cosmology 1

PART O N E : Those Who Play with Fire:
African Metallurgy as Epic Drama

1. The Actors and the Artifacts 25
2. Rituals of Transformation and Procreation 55
3. Rituals of Transformation: Exclusions and Taboos 78
4. The Smith and the Forge 97
5. Ironmaking and Belief 115

PART T W O : Symmetries and Asymmetries:
Power and Fertility

6. Le Roi-Forgeron 131
7. Of Forests and Furnaces, Anvils and Antelopes 164
8. Potters and Pots 200
Conclusion: Anthropomorphism and the Genderization

of Power 219

Appendix: Reconstructions of Iron Smelting in Africa 239
Bibliography 241
Index 271


