
THE HOLLOW CROWN 
Ethnohistory of an 

Indian kingdom 

NICHOLAS B.  DIRKS 

"V" 

n M US 
w ? 

i i 
i 

11 

w 

The right of the 
University of Cambridge 

to print andseU 
aO mooter of books 

was granted by 
Henry VIII In 1334. 

The University has printed 
and published contlnuotafy 

since 1584. 

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS 
C A M B R I D G E  

N E W  Y O R K  N E W  R O C H E L L E  

M E L B O U R N E  S Y D N E Y  



Contents 

List of illustrations ix 
List of maps x 
List of tables xi 
Preface xiii 
Glossary of terms xviii 
Map of the Madras Presidency, 1900 xxix 
Map of Pudukkottai State xxx 
The Tondaiman line of Pudukkottai xxxi 

PART 1 INTRODUCTION 
1 The study of state and society in India 3 

PART 2  HISTORY AND ETHNOHISTORY 
2 The historical context of the old regime 19 
3 The discourse of kingship: representations of authority in the 

old regime 55 

PART 3  A LITTLE KINGDOM IN THE OLD REGIME 
4 Pudukkottai and the old regime: gift, order, and authority in 

a south Indian little kingdom 111 
5 The early history of the Pudukkottai region 139 
6 Tondaiman Raj: 1686-1801 156 

PART 4  SOCIAL RELATIONS OF A LITTLE KINGDOM 
7 Royal Kallars 203 
8 Political hegemony and social relations: caste in Pudukkottai 247 
9 Temples and society 285 

PART 5  COLONIAL MEDIATIONS:  
CONTRADICTIONS UNDER THE RAJ  

10 Agrarian rebellion? Last gasp of the old regime 309 
11 The colonization of the political order: land settlements, 

political intervention, and structural change 324 

vii 



Contents 

12 Temples and conflict: the changing context of worship 358 
13 The theatre state: princely politics in colonial south India 384 

PART 6  CONCLUSION 
14 Ethnohistory and the Indian state 401 

Appendix: 
Land and privilege: inams in Pudukkottai 407 

References 435 
List of records and abbreviations 447 
List of archives and record offices 449 
Index 450 

viii 


