
Recounting Migration

Political Narratives of Congolese
Young People in Uganda

CHRISTINA R. CLARK-KAZAK

McGill-Queen's University Press
Montreal & Kingston • London • Ithaca



Contents

Illustrations x

Glossary of Foreign Language Terms xi

Abbreviations xiii

Preface xv

Acknowledgments xix

1 Politicizing Approaches to Refugee Young People 3

2 Maps and Methods: Migration Narratives in Context 27

3 Innocente's Story: The Daily Politics of Belonging 45

4 James's Story: "For Us Nande, a Tree Is Planted for Our
Grandfather" - Roots and Routes along the Ugandan-
Congolese Border 57

5 Rose's Story: The Politics of Administrative Categorization:
Vulnerability, Agency, and Power Relations 69

6 Augustin's Story: "I Was Supposed to Be a Prince" -
Discourses on Leadership and Realities of Decision-Making
Opportunities 78

7 Lucie's Story: Riches to Rags - Negotiating Power Reversals
in Refugee Contexts 91

8 Amani's Story: Of Marriageable Age - Cross-Border Extended
Family Politics 101

9 Bondeko's Story: Social Networks and "Passive" Resistance 113



viii Contents

10 Jacob's Story: Respect and Respectability in Post-Migration
Intergenerational and Intragenerational Relationships 124

11 Paul's Story: Morphologie douteuse and the Musicality
of Body Politics 137

12 Marie's Story: Diploma for life? Education and Exclusion
in Migration Discourse and Practice 148

Conclusion: The Politics of Age and Generation
in Migration Contexts 159

Appendix: Research Subject Profiles 165

Notes 195

Bibliography 199

Index 221


