INTERFERING WOMEN

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN
OF SOUTH AERICA

1909 - 1999

A history written by many members of Council
through the years |

compiled and edited by
Joan Laubscher



ACKDOWIEAZEMERLS......c.couemrirereerierircnrcstcirnntte e seere st snmseesesssssnassensssnase vii
o () -1 OO O SO viil
- NOte oM NCW ...t e st e te e res e ssae s e reesaennsse e e srnensnanen ix
GENERAL
1909-1920  Introduction: Foundation: Affiliation with ICW:
War Years: National Presidents ........... eereseessrsssresansionteenses 1
1920-1930  Consolidation: Relations with ICW:
Enfranchisement: National Presidents ..........cccccevveeeceenenn. 7
1930-1953  Expansion: Dominions Conference: War Years:
Relations with ICW: Legal Disabilities
. of Married Women: National Presidents........................... 15
1953— 969 Jubilees: Relations with Councils in Africa:
Re-organisation:
Relations with ICW: National Presidents.......................... 31
1970-1990  Re-organisation: Restructuring: Apartheid:
Relations with ICW: Africa Regional Council:
National Presidents........cccociariieaiiarinimeceeesenssneessassensseans 44
1990-1999  Managing change: Relations with ICW:
Africa Regional Council: National Presidents................... 61
NATIONAL STANDING COMMITTEES.......ocuooeereeeeceeeetesaseeeneeeeeenen 68
Parliamentary Committee: Julia Solly: Vera Davie

Provincial Legislation Committees.........cccceerreomemerinrrrcrecranresmseenncneas 73
NCW News: Ruby Low: Margaret Lindsay .........ccococeeveenvcnvrconerencncnans 75
Archives........ccccceeeeceecrecreereeeennns eteeueeeeatessetersaebesteenre s e e nasesreseesanene 82

NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEES ......ccceceiierreerrreesnraereeensenenes 84
INTERNATIONAL STANDING COMMITTEES.........cccocconveemreeeceenne 93
International Relations and Peace:

Jenny Robertson: Joan HemS0on ... ..o vveoeeeeeceeenvireceneseserceseesesereceaeenes 95
Financing Committee: Funds of Council: Ellie Mcllwraith.................. 100
Laws and the Status of Women:

Bertha Solomon: Eily MUITAY ....ccceovveeceveereereecernnaesnnreecnessessecnnacnsns 106
MaSS MEAIA.....ceciieeiiee ettt ettt s e e ere st e e sae e e 113
Social Welfare: Amy Searle ........c..ooooveiieninencceceiese e 119



Migration and Refugees........c..coceruiiincnnincncivniicine e 131
Health.......oooe ettt e 134
Women and EMPIOYMENt ...........cc.rmvmrmmmrrsecessensmnressenssssneimnsesersanss 139
Child and the Family: Marguerite Mackenzie..............ccovcuecerrmrcrneecacns 145
ATts Letters MUSIC ...ceviriveeireierre et 150
Home Economics and Consumer Affairs:

Dorothy van der WesSterhUizZen .......coccooreirrecrvicenmercnencciercsniseesennns 154
Environment and Habitat: Muriel Jones..........coconviremninrecncviscinnncnn 159
ECONOIMICS. ...ttt ettt saes 165
DEVEIOPIIENL. ...t ettt e s s e s eme s nnats 167
YOULH ...t ven st e s e 169
ABBING. ...ttt ettt be e n 170

BRANCHES
€151 ) OO RO 171
Individual hiStOTIES .....c.ccoeeveermrrrreniecsireccncrien st cessee s sesaans 177
Branches which lasted five years or1ess .....c.ccccvvvveivniincnncnnnieccciennnas 264
APPENDICES
Chronological lists
Life Vice Presidents ........cccccvvierceneeercnseecreeiresnsseneessesscnnnes 268
National Presidents.......cccvveereereereesenrcrnensneieseenrncscessnessnsacescessnens 268
National Standing Committees: CONVENETS ..........c.ccorcereoessererereenans 270
International Standing Committees: Conveners...........ccccoeeceeeeeureens 271
National Advisory Committees.........ccorverurnrieerireennieeserrsensessesceesens 280
Branches and OUtpoStS .........c.cooceiererrceniienecreiiie s scsrstsseecens 281
Bertha Solomon Memorial Lectures ..........cccoeeiiveeniincncncincenencns 283
TERMINOLOGY AND ABBREVIATIONS ...t 284
GENERAL INDEX........ccoceveitrrecernnnen et renee ettt ea et n et resae s ae e 285

Photographs and illustrations between pages 92 & 93 and 170 & 171.



