Tocqueville’s Revenge

State, Society, and Economy in
Contemporary France

Jonah D. Levy

HARVARD UNIVERSITY PRESS
Cambridge, Massachusetts
London, England - 1999



Contents

Introduction: The Search for Civil Society 1

PART | THE CRISIS OF DIRIGISME AND THE QUEST
FOR ALTERNATIVES

1 The Strange Death of Dirigiste France: The Domestic
Determinants of International “Constraints” 23

2 Seeking a Post-Dirigiste Identity: From Neoliberalism to
Associational Liberalism 57

PART Il THE LOCAL ASSOCIATIONAL EXPERIMENT: ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT POLICY IN BESANCON AND SAINT-ETIENNE

3 Between Malthus and Colbert: Economic Policy in Postwar

Besangon and Saint-Etienne 94
4 Defferre’s Legacy: Decentralization and Its Limits 134
5 The Discrete Charm of the Collective Bourgeoisie:

Employer Associations and Local Economic Policy 169
6 Still the State: Paris in the Provinces 192

PART i1l COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVES

7 The Statist Two-Step: Dilemmas of Institutional Reform
in Post- Dirigiste France 234



viii Contents

Conclusion: Toward a Politics of Civil Society

Appendix A: Principal Interviews
Notes

References

Acknowledgments

Index

293

321
329
347
371

375



