ISLAMIC
FUNDAMENTALISM
AND MODERNITY

PROFESSOR
WILLIAM MONTGOMERY WATT

Emeritus Professor of Arabic and Islamic Studies
University of Edinburgh

R

ROUTLEDGE :
London and New York



II

III

1AY

CONTENTS

THE TRADITIONAL SELF-IMAGE OF ISLAM
1 The unchanging static world

2 The finality of Islam

3 The self-sufficiency of Islam

4 Islam in history

5 The idealization of Muhammad and early Islam

THE RELIGIOUS INSTITUTION AND ITS
DECLINE _

1 The religious institution at the zenith of its power
2 Totalitarian strategies of the religious institution
3 The loss of legislative and judicial responsibilities
4 Changes in education

5 The present position

THE BEGINNINGS OF ISLAMIC RESURGENCE

‘1 Responses to the European impact

2 The erosion of the traditional self-image
3 Conservative reformers and activists

(a) Mubhammad ‘Abduh

(b) Hasan al-Banna’

(c) Mawdudi

(d) Colonel Qadhafi

(e) The Ahmadiyya sect

(f) Concluding remark__

THE LIBERAL SEARCH FOR A NEW IDENTITY
1 The early liberals
2 Contemporary liberal thinking

ead  puad
N O W~

25
29
33
38

.42

47
51
51
53
55
57
58
60

62
62
65



VI

VII

CONTENTS

THE SELF-IMAGE AND CONTEMPORARY
PROBLEMS .
1 The recovery of a truer self-image
2 Intellectual reconstruction
(a) The linguistic expression of religious truth
(b) The human element in revelation
(c) The uniqueness of Islam
(d) The acceptance of historico-critical methods
(e) The acceptance of Western science
3 The linking of religion and politics
(a) The changing shape of the Islamic polity
(b) The legitimation of rule
(c) The relation of religion to politics
4 International politics
(a) The perception of a hostile world
(b) Islam in the world of nations
5 Social issues
(a) Opening the gate of Ijtihad
(b) Some particular social problems
(¢) Human rights
(d) The position of women
6 Islam and other religions
7 Towards a truer self-image

THE IRANIAN EXPERIENCE

1 Shiism in Iran

2 The Iranian religious institution
3 The preparation for revolution
4 The revolutionary self-image

EPILOGUE

Glossary .

Notes

Bibliography To--

Index

71
71
77
80
82
85
86
87
88
89
91
92
96
96
102
105
106
108
111
114
117
123

125
125
129
132
136

140

144

146
153
156



