
C I C E R O  
GATO MAIOR 

DE SENECTUTE 

E D I T E D  W I T H  I N T R O D U C T I O N  
A N D  C O M M E N T A R Y  

B Y  

J.  G.  F.  POWELL 
University of Newcastle upon Tyne 

is 
i.i 

mi 
i . i . i  

» *  
i.i.i 

4 • 

V 11 i 11 

The right of the 
University of Cambridge 

to print and sell 
ell manner of books 

m> granted by 
Henry Vlll in 1534. 

The University has printed 
and published continuously 

since 1584. 

C A M B R I D G E  U N I V E R S I T Y  P R E S S  

Cambridge 
New York New Rochelle Melbourne Sydney 



CONTENTS 
Preface page vii 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  i  
i The literary character of the Cato i  

(a) Circumstances of composition, and 
general character of the work i  

(b) The dialogue form 5 
(c) Rhetorical features 9 
(d) The popular philosophical tradition 12 
(e) The Roman setting and historical 

background 16 
(f) Language and style 22 

II Old age in the philosophic tradition 24 
(a) Philosophical writing on old age before 

Cicero . 24 
(b) The later tradition 27 

HI The text and the manuscripts 30 
(a) The manuscript tradition 30 
(b) Testimonia to the text in ancient 

grammarians, etc. 44 
(c) The present text and apparatus 48 

T E X T  55 

C O M M E N T A R Y  93 

A P P E N D I C E S  267 
i The date of composition 267 
2 Aristo Chius or Aristo Ceus? 269 
3 The Cato as a historical source 273 

B I B L I O G R A P H Y  280 

I N D E X  288 


