
UGANDA
Tarnished Pearl of Africa

THOMAS P. OFCANSKY

WestviewPress
A Division of HarperCollins Publishers



Contents

List of Illustrations xi
Preface xiii
List of Acronyms . xv

Introduction 1

1 THE PHYSICAL SETTING 3

Mineral Resources, 3
Soils, 4
Climate, 6
Forests, 7
Game Reserves and Fisheries, 9

2 HISTORY 13

Precolonial Times, 14
The Advent of European Colonialism, 16
The British Colonial Period, 21
From Protectorate to Republic: The Early Period, 22
The Two World Wars, 23
The Asian Community, 26
The Colonial Economy, 29
Growing Discontent in Buganda and the Kabaka Crisis', 33
The Rise of National Political Parties, 35
Decolonization and Independence, 37

3 GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS, 1962-1994 39

Obote's First Government, 39
The Amin Years, 42
The Sixty-Eight-Day Lule Government, 48

vii



viii Contents

Godfrey Binaisa, 50
Obote's Second Government, 52
The Okello Regime, 56
Museveni's Government, 58

4 SOCIETY AND CULTURE 69

Population and Demography, 70
Language and Ethnicity, 72
Religion, 74
Education and Social Mobility, 76
Health, 81
The Role of Women in Modern Uganda, 85
Popular Culture, the Arts, and Literature, 89

5 THE ECONOMY 93

The National Resistance Movement's Recovery Program, 95
Agriculture, 99
Industry, 107
Transport and Communications, 109
Tourism, 114
Uganda in the World Economy, 116

6 INDEPENDENCE AND

NEW FOREIGN POLICY DIRECTIONS 125

Uganda in the World Arena, 126
Uganda's Regional Relations, 135
The 1962-1986 Period, 136
Regional Policy Under the National Resistance Movement, 138
International Organizations, 149
Uganda, Refugees, and the East African Arena, 150

7 THE UGANDAN EXPERIENCE AFTER

THREE DECADES 153

Present Policies and Past Problems, 154
The Path Ahead, 155



Contents «

Notes 1 5 9

Bibliography 1 8 1

About the Book and Author 1 89
Index 191


