
KING AND KIN 
Political Allegory in the 

Hebrew Bible 

JOEL 
ROSENBERG 

INDIANA UNIVERSITY PRESS 
BLOOMINGTON & INDIANAPOLIS 



CONTENTS 

Preface ix 
Acknowledgments xiv 
A Note on Transliteration of Hebrew Words xv 

Preliminaries: the Question of Biblical Allegory 1 
I. The Garden Story Forward and Backward: The 

Non-Narrative Dimension of Gen. 2—3 47 
II. Is There a Story of Abraham? 69 

III. David without Diagrams: Beyond Structure in the 
Davidic History 99 

From House to House 113 
Going Indoors 124 
YHWH's Anointed 133 
Amnon and Tamar 140 
Nabal and Abigail 149 
Absalom 156 
The Imperium 160 
The Sons of Zeruiah 164 
"This Way and That" 172 
"Good and Evil" 182 
The Garden 189 

Epilogue: The Nature of an Allegorical Relation 201 

Abbreviations 211 
Notes 213 
Index 250 


