CONFLICTS IN AFRICA

AN ANALYSIS OF CRISES
AND CRISIS PREVENTION MEASURES

Report of the
Commission on
African Regions in Crisis

King Baudouin Foundation
Médecins Sans Frontiéres

With the support of the Belgian National Lottery
. Published by GRIP (Brussels)




Table of Contents

Foreword

Introduction Eric SUY
Conflicts in Africa: the Issues of Control

and Prevention Luc REYCHLER

- The illusion of peace

- The costs of violence

- Preventing or reducing viofence

-Waming bells and flashing lights

-Competence in conflict prevention
- Field diplomacy

- Towards a sustainable peace

The Crises and their Causes - The Prevention

of Violent Conflicts Luc REYCHLER
- A violent environment
- Different types of crises
-The dynamics of a conflict

- Conflict prevention
Preventive Measures - Case Studies: Namibia, Filip REYNTJENS
Angola, Rwanda, Kenya and Anne PAUWELS

- Introduction and definition
- Conflict prevention and preventive measures
- Preventive measures in Africa: case studies
- Namibia
- Angola
- Rwanda
- Kenya
- Conclusions and recommendations

The Great Lakes Region of Africa or the Humanitarian
World in a State of Confusion Thierry COPPENS

15
16
22
26
28

32
35

39

43
56
60



CONFLICTS IN AFRICA

Arms Transfers to African Countries: the Controls Bernard ADAM
- Introduction

The reality of arms transfers
- The statistics

.- The reasons for acquiring light weapons
- The consequences of accumulating arms
- Arms sources in the '90s
- What makes the arms traffic possible

How to improve controls and limit arms transfers
- Africa
- Within the framework of the United Nations
-The role of the European Union

- The eight criteria of the European Union

regarding arms exporls

- Belgium
Conclusions

Anti-personnel Mines Anne CAPELLE

An Analysis of UN Operations: Objectives, Means
Implementation and Results Gérard DIVE
{under the supervision of Eric DAVID)
Why a peace-keeping operation was envisaged
- Somalia
- Rwanda
- Liberia
- Burundi
How an operation is decided
- The chain of referral
- How the Security Council takes decisions

Those entrusted with carrying out the operation

- UN peace-keeping operations in Somalia and Rwanda

- A peace-keeping operation conducted by a regiona!
inter-governmental organisation: Liberia

The objectives of the operations: the original mandates
and subsequent modiﬁ:ztions

-UNOSOM

-UNOMUR

-UNAMIR

- Conclusions

The resources available to the operations and how they were employed
-UNOSOM

99
101

102
102
105
106
110
116

118
118
121
123

124
126

127
128

135
141
141
142
143
144

146
146
148

156
156

161

164
164
167
167
170

170
170



-UNOMUR 175

-UNAMIR . 175
-Conclusions ) 178
Whether or not the operation achieved its objectives 178
-UNOSOM 178
-UNOMUR 182
-UNAMIR 184
-Conclusions 188
Possible alternatives 189
- The crisis itself and the decision to create a peace-
keeping operation 189

-The peace-keeping force 190
- The objectives of an operation and the force's mandate 192
-The resources available to a UN force 193

Chronic Crises and their Causes:

the Case of Zaire Gauthier DE VILLERS 195
- A long-term structural crisis 196
- From development co-operation to political adjustment 198
- Chronic crisis and the implosion of the socio-political system 203
- Aid and international intervention called into question 208
-What should be done? The main themes for reflection 214
Zaire: o Humanitarian Problem Vincent JANSSENS 224

Towards ‘Normality': an Analysis of the Concept

and the Means of Action Ruddy DOOM 227
The theoretical framework 230
-Normality as a norm 231
-Sustainable development as a planned objective 238
The working framework 242
- Sticking to reality 242
-The main actors 246
-Reconstruction and development co-operation 252
The fields of action 253
- Building towards reconciliation 254
-Reconstructing public administration 257
- Economic reconstruction 259
Conclusion 263
NGO Involvement in the Judiciary Sphere: - )
the Rwandan Experience Daniel DE BEER 266
Post-Conflict Situations in Sub-Saharan Africa Pierre HUMBLET 272

L



